
Required	Middle	School	Summer	Reading	Assignment		

Restart	by	Gordon	Korman	

There	are	two	activities	to	complete	while	reading	Restart.		

1) Reader Response: A Reader Response Entry is a way for a 
reader to connect with a text on a personal level.	To help you get 
started, here is a list of possible entry ideas:  
 

• Make connections between the text and your own experiences.  
What does the reading make you think of?  Does it remind you of 
anyone or anything?  

• Make connections between the text and other texts or events. Does this make you think of 
any other related issues from the past or the present?  

• Ask yourself questions about the text. What would you like to better understand about the 
novel or a particular passage within the novel?  

• Write down interesting words, images, phrases, or details. Ask questions about why the 
author might have chosen them. Tell how they made you feel.  

 
Know that there are three main aspects that your teachers will be looking for:  

• Reflection, thoughtfulness and questioning with respect to the novel and supplemental materials  
• Connections between in-class materials and personal experiences, other texts and events. 
• Attention to details regarding the author’s purpose and characters’ perspectives 
• All of these insightful elements wrapped into a typed or neatly written 5-8 sentence paragraph 

 

Sample Reader Response for Restart  

 Reading about Chase falling off of the roof makes me think about the time I fainted.  I remember that 
feeling of waking up and being unsettled and not sure of where exactly I was. His experience seems much more 
extreme though. After a few seconds I remembered where I was, but Chase doesn’t. He demands, “Where am 
I? Why am I in a hospital? Who are these people?” (2)  He doesn’t even remember his family. I think it would be 
devastating to not remember my family. I am excited to keep reading Restart because the author, Gordon 
Korman, uses descriptive language to explain Chase’s feelings. For example, when Chase describes feeling like 
he was “punched and kicked over every inch of my body.” I can feel his pain. It makes me feel sorry for him. I 
wonder when he’ll get his memory back.  
 
   
2) Personal Perspective: Using the chart on the back of this sheet, put yourself in Chase’s 
skin. Think about different choices he made. What would you have done instead?  
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