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M.O.R.E Model’s Multiple Options for Results
in Education: GOING FOR EXTRAORDINARY
COMPONENT I: CHILD-CENTERED VISION
“Children First” continues as the guiding principle at Corbett Prep since its birth in 1968 through the energy and vision
of our two founders, Marilyn Gatlin and Betty Anderson. Regularly, the Board of Trustees re-examines the original
philosophy. This exercise results in a reaffirmation of a philosophy that has stood the test of time.
COMPONENT II: APPRECIATING THE UNIQUENESS OF THE LEARNER
Understanding the different learning, processing, behavioral, and gifted styles, including multiple emotional and moral
intelligences, is the foundation for creating a learning environment in which all students are able and expected to succeed.

COMPONENT III: MOTIVATIONAL STRATEGIES TO INCREASE TIME ON TASK
Research on effective teaching adds credence to the obvious—the more time students spend on task, the higher the
comprehension and greater the achievement. In order to increase time on task, Corbett Prep teachers make full use of an
array of brain-friendly strategies to enhance student interest, mix fun into the learning process, and bring learning to life.

COMPONENT IV: CREATING DIGNITY AND RESPECT
A positive mental set and positive phrasing are the heart of all interactions at Corbett Prep. Faculty and staff work to focus
on what they want people to know or do. Having a positive approach involves choosing options and seeking solutions
rather than creating and dwelling on problems. Seeing the glass as half full, rather than half empty, takes more than words
and knowledge; it takes commitment and team support to walk the talk in order to bring this philosophy to life.

COMPONENT V: TEACHER PRESENCE, MAKING CONNECTIONS
The research supports the long-held belief that the teacher makes the difference in setting the tone, culture, and academic
success of the classroom. Teacher presence represents the non-verbal behaviors and mental set that send a message to the
student about the teacher’s intention, subconscious confidence, and ability to make strong connections with the learner.
Teacher presence that conveys both “I care” and “I am the Teacher” provides the leadership that every child deserves.

COMPONENT VI: LEARNING COMMUNITY
Corbett Prep uses cooperative learning models, team instruction, and communication strategies that enhance group
dynamics to create a synergistic, cohesive, and successful learning community. A vibrant learning community includes
teachers, parents, and students in the process. Corbett Prep also seeks to distinguish itself as a private institution with a
public purpose - sharing our success with the greater educational community.

COMPONENT VII: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
Corbett Prep teachers incorporate into their thought processes a wide array of components that deserve attention when
organizing and implementing effective curriculum plans. At the heart of curriculum development is the intention to
engage students meaningfully while creating a comprehensive framework for classroom application. The use of multiple
learning strategies woven into a seamless plan can lead to elegant teaching.
About the Cover
Corbett Prep technology teacher Matt Melnick, who studied art in college, painted the new mural by the library after watching
a beautiful sunrise over Lake Lipsey. “It was a great opportunity to spend the summer working on this project,” Melnick says.
“Being able to tap into the right side of my brain is a real treat and good for the soul. What’s even better is that I get to leave my
mark on this campus, a place that has been my second home for many years.”

HEADMASTER NOTES

People and Process Combine for an Inspiring Education

By Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman, Headmaster and Ms. Pam Ripple, Associate Headmaster

W

elcome to our 2016 Corbett Prep
Press where we share with our
readers the excitement, enthusiasm, and
positive energy that permeates our campus
each and every day! Yes, it takes work, but
it’s worth it! As our book title says, It’s All
About Kids!
How do we repeat this process
consistently? There are many answers to
this question, but the most important are
people and process:
PEOPLE: It has long been shown that the
most important variable in the learning
process is the teacher. Thus, it is important
to identify teachers who readily embrace
an Olympic spirit leading to an Olympic
mentality where the best are always
working to get better! This translates into a
community of learners that unites together
to put children first, where “everything
speaks” toward building confidence,
character, creativity, and a caring heart for
themselves and their students.
PROCESS: A strong foundation to support
and guide our teachers emanates from
the seven components of the M.O.R.E.
Model, which is continuously expanding
and evolving based on educational best
practices, brain-based research, common
sense, and attention to uniting intellect with
social, emotional, and body intelligences.
Combining the right people, with the right
processes and practices, leads to infinite
possibilities that translate into an education
that pursues the “WOW” factor.
May we be so bold as to proclaim that
learning should be exciting and filled with
joy! It’s the gift granted to the human spirit.
Even our M.O.R.E. Model logo seeks to
inspire and motivate ourselves and others to
make a “World of Difference” in the lives
of our children. The M.O.R.E. Model logo
represents the depth and breadth of Corbett
Prep’s mission to positively impact a
message that resonates with educators who
want to contribute to the success of every
student on this planet.
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« The colors, green and purple, connect directly to the flagship – Corbett Preparatory School
of IDS – where very thoughtful people embraced the journey to the “Cape of Extraordinary
Learning“ to honor the highest values of both student and teacher learning.

« The color green symbolizes nature, continuous growth and positive vitality…which epitomizes all
the characteristics that are embedded in the M.O.R.E. Model.

« The

circle presents unity, the focus on the whole child, and infinity with unlimited
possibilities to utilize, discover and explore for continuous improvement.

« The circle represents the sun, the moon, and the earth…all with the determination to reach
for the highest standards while being grounded in balancing tradition with innovation.

« The circle is universal, just like the M.O.R.E. Model which embraces attitudes, knowledge,

skills and strategies that are universal and generic to all learners world-wide including all
ages, countries of origin, gender, religions, and ethnic backgrounds.

« The

bold purple behind the left side of the circle is all about envisioning what will be
next…This message represents our continuous quest for best practices in teaching and
learning in order to make a “world of difference” now and in the future!

We welcome national and international visitors and educators to tour our campus
and study and learn with and from our master teachers, to capture what it feels like to
dare to deliberately explore and discover extraordinary possibilities.
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THE CORBETT PREP MINDSET

Students Give the Mood Meter
Green Light to Manage Emotions
A

friend moving to a new town leaves
one student in blue. A child angry
about cleaning his room when he wants
to play says that he feels red. And when
a teacher plays the upbeat chorus of
Pharrell Williams’ song “Happy,” the
students start dancing, exclaiming, “that’s
yellow, that’s yellow!”
Students at Corbett Prep are seeing
their emotions in color this year after
teachers introduced them to the Mood
Meter, a visual representation of what
they might be feeling. Part of a broader
initiative called RULER Corbett Prep is
implementing for social and emotional
learning, the Mood Meter asks students to
assign each emotion a color as a first step
to managing feelings appropriately.
The Mood Meter is one of the
fundamental tools the RULER approach
uses to help school communities learn
— as the acronym says — to Recognize,
Understand, Label, Express and Regulate
emotions. Developed at the Yale Center
for Emotional Intelligence, RULER offers
research-based methods to help children
and adults identify, process, and manage
emotions. Ten Corbett Prep teachers and
administrators studied RULER in depth
during professional development last
summer at Yale University and rolled
out additional concepts to the rest of the
faculty this school year. This program
adds to and complements the many

strategies at Corbett Prep for encouraging
a climate of dignity and respect.
RULER goes far beyond the Mood
Meter, but the color identification
provides a good starting point to anyone
who wants to build self awareness,
learn to regulate emotions, and create an
environment that fosters achievement.
With these three simple steps, family
members can begin to value emotional
intelligence at home. The process
first begins with children and parents
identifying how they are feeling openly
together and, in doing this, they learn to
make more thoughtful decisions.
1. Name your emotion: As Dr. Marc
Brackett, the director of the Yale Center
for Emotional Intelligence says, “If you
can name it, you can tame it.” The Mood
Meter helps pinpoint emotions with its
simple square split into quadrants of
red, yellow, blue and green. Each color
corresponds to different emotions, which
students learn to categorize based on their
level of energy and pleasantness. Feeling
pleasant with high energy puts you in a
happy state of yellow. High energy and
unpleasantness, however, shifts to red,
which reflects emotions such as anger
or fright. Pleasant and low energy is
peaceful green, and unpleasantness and
low energy show up in the blue quadrant
with feelings that may include loneliness
or disappointment. Every color
is valued and has its purpose.
Knowing how to regulate each
quadrant is the key.

Classes worked together to write charters addressing
how students could interact together in positive ways.
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Early Primary Division Leader
Marla Vildostegui says the Mood
Meter helped her kindergarten class
become more mindful about how
their emotions changed throughout
the day and affected their actions.
Their vocabulary improved as well,
as they graduated from saying they
feel “fine” to using words such as
“ecstatic” or “serene.” Teaching
subtle distinctions between similar
feelings empowers students to
recognize the full scope of their
emotional lives, see how their
feelings fluctuate, and eventually
learn to manage their emotions,
Vildostegui says.

2. Think about how you want to feel:
All emotions are valid. But certain
emotions are more beneficial depending
on what you want to accomplish.
Feeling outraged could help you make
a passionate argument in a debate, but
backfire if you need quiet time to write
or study. Michelle Hill, Intermediate
Division Leader, says it helps her to know
where her students are on the Mood
Meter so she can encourage them to make
deliberate shifts during the school day
for optimal learning to occur. RULERinspired charters also hang in Corbett
Prep classrooms to remind students of
agreements they created together — how
they want to feel at school, what they can
do to have those feelings and guidelines
to prevent conflict. Families can create
charters, too.
3. Shift your feelings. You may know
you want to move from red (anger) to
green (peaceful) but feel stuck. Having
strategies at the ready make it easier.
Does a certain kind of music invigorate
you? Will a walk outside improve your
concentration? Do you feel uplifted
when you look at a beautiful photo or
read an inspirational quote? The Mood
Meter even has an app that lets you log
your feelings and prompts you with
suggestions if you need a change. With
practice, it can become second nature.
Schools that use the Mood Meter and
RULER report that they have a healthier
school climate where students are less
likely to bully others and more likely
to demonstrate better leadership skills
and increased attention. Students may
perform better academically as their work
habits improve and distractions shrink,
and teachers develop more positive
relationships with students and experience
less burnout.
Attaching feelings to colors is simple
enough for the youngest students to
grasp, but the exercise benefits people
of all ages. Whether your goals are for
the classroom, the office or the living
room, emotional awareness puts people
in control of their feelings instead of the
other way around.
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The Importance of Joy:
3 Ways to Inspire Happiness in Kids
C

ome to Corbett Prep any day of
the year, and you can feel the
difference. Founded on the belief
that happy children — respected as
unique human beings and allowed to
fulfill their needs to play, investigate,
and be themselves — are more open
to learning, Corbett Prep empowers
teachers to create and stimulate a
joyful environment through positive
interactions. Parents can use this model
to do the same at home. A few simple
practices:
1. Praise effort: “You are so smart!”
It’s a natural way of affirming our
children’s success, right? Wrong!
Research shows the implications of
repeating that message are negative and
far reaching. In her book Mindset: The
New Psychology of Success, Stanford
psychologist Carol Dweck refers to it as
a matter of mindset.
Students with fixed mindsets,
Dweck explains, believe their basic
abilities, intelligence and talents are
fixed traits, and they only have a certain
amount. They want to look smart all the
time.
“In a growth mindset,” Dweck
writes, “students understand that their
talents and abilities can be developed
through effort, good teaching and
persistence. They don’t necessarily think
everyone’s the same or anyone can be
Einstein, but they believe everyone can
get smarter if they work at it.”

Children who are respected and given the opportunities to play and investigate are happier and
more open to learning. Teachers at Corbett Prep provide ample experiences for students to feel
joy as they learn. Parents can incorporate strategies at home.

and fixed trait, feeling that their success
is in their control.”
Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman,
Headmaster at Corbett Prep, says to
start early with praise for effort and hard
work to keep kids motivated in difficult
situations. The most successful students,
she says, ask for help, persist and cope
in the face of adversity, and believe
that their skills and abilities can grow
because of these efforts.

Similarly, College of Charleston
professor Gabrielle Principe writes on
her blog that telling children they are
smart may interfere with their ability to
learn, and the repeated reassurances do
not give children confidence or increase
their self-esteem.

2. Choose positive phrasing: The
right words turn “can’t” and “won’t”
and “don’t” into “can” and “will” and
“do,” revealing opportunities instead
of roadblocks. Using positive phrasing
elicits positive emotions, which
“improves thinking, problem solving,
health, learning, energy, creativity,
friendships and even test taking,” wrote
Sonya Lyubomirsky, Laura King and Ed
Diener after reviewing over 300 studies
on happiness and success.

According to her blog, “The
Developmental Psychologists’ Back to
School Shopping List,” repeated praise
for being intelligent sends the message
that intelligence is an innate and fixed
trait. “This leads children to discount
the importance of effort,” Principe
writes. “In contrast to children who are
praised for being smart, children who
are encouraged for their effort come to
believe that intelligence is not an innate

Swarzman believes the way in
which we communicate with a child
directly affects the emotional context in
which he or she will learn. By stating
directly and clearlly what is expected,
you set a positive tone and an inherent
belief in your child. Use words that
clearly state desired behavior or action
as opposed to what you don’t want.
Rather than telling kids “don’t forget,”
for example, choose “please remember.”
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Instead of “Don’t run,” say “walk.”
Replace “You can’t have this” with
“You can have this or that.” Positive
phrasing also encourages a positive
community spirit, so instead of “Stop
talking” you can join in with “Let’s be
quiet.”
Make sure your body language
reflects your upbeat instructions.
Positive communication, Swarzman
says, is reflected when body language,
facial expression and tone of voice and
are aligned to send the same message.
3. Practice gratitude: As Thornton
Wilder said: “We can only be said to be
alive in those moments when our hearts
are conscious of our treasures.”
One of the greatest gifts you can
give yourselves and your children is the
practice of gratitude. In The Happiness
Advantage, Shawn Achor says research
shows that writing down three things
you are grateful for each day will
significantly improve your optimistic
view and boost success.
Why not share this practice with
your child every day? Optimism
promotes happiness and joy, and happy
children are more open and responsive
to learn. Even young children know and
understand the gift of being thankful
and will have gratitude for you for that
cherished time together.
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Creating Mindfulness at Corbett Prep and Home
B

reathe deeply, focus on the present
and just be.

Seeking out stillness is tough,
especially at busy times of the year. But
those are the times that it can benefit
you the most to practice mindfulness.
It’s about more than taking a break.
Mindfulness refers to focused attention
on the present where thoughts and
feelings are acknowledged and accepted,
free of judgment.
Mindfulness practice can help you
improve attention, manage emotions
and handle stress, research shows. A
study in the journal Health Psychology
demonstrated a link between increased
mindfulness and decreased cortisol, a
stress hormone. There’s even evidence
that it can change your brain. A team
from Harvard documented that the
amygdala, the “fight or flight” part
of your brain, shrank after research
participants went through a mindfulnessbased stress reduction program.
Meanwhile, other areas of the brain
thickened, including those that govern
learning, emotion regulation and
empathy.
Children as well as adults can
benefit from mindfulness. The nonprofit
organization Mindful Schools has trained
educators worldwide on integrating
mindfulness into the classrooms. At
Corbett Prep, mindfulness makes up
part of a larger initiative on social and
emotional learning with the Yale Center
for Emotional Intelligence, which
includes mindfulness as one of its four
pillars of wellbeing.
Try it for yourself along with
your kids. Here are seven ideas to help
families introduce mindfulness into their
lives and welcome calm amid the hubbub
of life.

Ways Families Can Be
Mindful Together
Breathe: Of course we all know how
to breathe, but children may need help
understanding how to “belly breathe,”
a slower and more deliberate way
of breathing to help with focus and
managing emotions. You can tell kids
to pretend they are inflating a balloon
or blowing out a candle. Psychologist
and bestselling author Daniel Goleman
shared in an Edutopia video another
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technique he observed: lie on the floor
with a stuffed animal on your stomach.
Breathe slowly and deeply and watch the
toy move up and down.

Take a walk: Walking becomes a form
of meditation when you take time to
observe how you feel and what you see.
Try a short, silent walk where all you do
is listen to the sounds around you. Or go
on a “noticing walk,” as blogger Sarah
Rudell Beach suggests. Bring your phone
and let your children take pictures of
the beautiful and interesting sights they
encounter.

Try a twist: Yoga is good for the
body and the brain. Counter the time
kids (and adults) spend hunched over
computer keyboards or phones and
boost energy and focus with simple
yoga poses. Yoga Journal offers a
10-minute “homework break” routine
that includes side bends done from your
chair, seated twists and three to five
rounds of cat and cow, inhaling and
exhaling as you alternately raise your
chest and then round your back.
Fill your bucket: Corbett Prep’s
kindergarten team likes to start the
school year by introducing the concept

Be Spidey:
Superhero fans
will appreciate
the chance to
test their Spidey
Senses. SpiderMan has the
ability to tune
into his senses
and let go of
distractions.
In this activity
from the website
KidsRelaxation.
com, parents
select a bell,
flower and small
bit of food and
give them one
at a time to their
Corbett Prep’s kindergarten team teaches children that a bucket can
kids. Children
represent how they feel. When it is full, they feel confident and positive.
activate their
super senses by Students discuss actions they can take to fill their metaphorical buckets.
listening closely
to how the bell
sounds, smelling, feeling and observing
of bucket fillers and bucket dippers. The
the flower and describing the different
bucket is your emotional self, and when
tastes and sensations of the food they eat.
it is full, you feel confident, patient and
positive. Read the book Have You Filled
Color: Adults are discovering what kids
a Bucket Today? with your child and
have known for years — coloring is fun.
talk about actions that fill, or withdraw
Whether you choose a simple children’s
from, buckets. You can even involve
coloring book or a more intricate
several children by filling a literal
design, coloring steers your attention
bucket in a fun, watery relay!
to the present and can alleviate anxious
Simple strategies for mindfulness
thoughts.
keep us from getting too far ahead of
ourselves, providing both children and
Reflect on good times: Mindfulness and
adults with ways to lower stress and
gratitude go hand in hand, and a gratitude
increase focus. It seems like everything
journal can improve your physical and
speeds up as the school year flies by.
mental health, according to Robert
But sometimes slowing down is just
Emmons, who has researched the topic
what you need.
for years. Start these regular reflections
by thinking back on favorite memories,
writing down large and small moments
that made your family happy.
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A Commitment to Professional Development
D

uring the school
year, Corbett
Prep teachers study
together every
week to stay abreast
of the latest in
creating a brainfriendly learning
environment,
addressing different
learning styles,
and fostering an
emotionally safe
place of dignity and
respect.
Corbett Prep teachers and administrators received certifications as presenters and trainers in concept-based curriculum
and instruction after intensive study with Drs. Lynn Erickson and Lois Lanning in Montana. They returned to educate

Corbett Prep
the rest of the staff on these methods.
teachers also
attend conferences,
Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence to
workshops, and trainings throughout
begin to implement its approach to social
the school year and summer. Last year,
and emotional learning, an effort teachers
teachers and administrators visited the
are expanding for 2016-17.

During the summer of 2016,
Corbett Prep STEM teachers attended
Constructing Modern Knowledge,
a “learning adventures for modern
educators” workshop, at
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT)
in New Hampshire and
Massachusetts. Two
teachers led workshops
during Dr. Lynn
Erickson and Dr. Lois
Lanning’s Concept-Based
Certification Institute in
Germany. Several Corbett
Prep educators participated
in the Advanced Concept
–Based Workshop in
Washington, D.C., while
performing arts teachers
went to New York City
to learn at the Broadway
Teachers Workshop.
Several Corbett Prep
students even participated
Corbett Prep and the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence have partnered to roll out Yale’s RULER 2 program.
in the Broadway Artists
Teachers introduced students to RULER 1 in the 2015-16 school year, incorporating charters, the Mood Meter,
Alliance.
Meta Moments and more into daily classroom life.
Internationally renowned
expert Dr. Spencer
Kagan led a workshop
for Corbett Prep teachers
and educators from other
schools on brain-friendly
teaching. Teachers learned
how to increase motivation
and achievement by
applying research-based
principles. Corbett Prep is
a Kagan model school and
annually hosts open houses
to showcase cooperative
learning.

8
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EARLY PRIMARY FINDS COMMUNITY

Kindergarten’s Frog Town Celebrates
Community Connectedness

Kindergartners dressed up as members of the Frog Town community,
explaining to an audience the importance of their roles in society.

H

ow do you turn a collection
of buildings into a thriving
community? Kindergartners at Corbett
Prep set out to answer this question
and gain a better understanding of how
everyone can contribute to the common
good.

Students acted as planners and developers,
deciding on and building sites for shopping,
education, safety, culture and recreation.
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The result?
Frog Town, a
miniature Main
Street that
stretched from
the airport to the
beach. Its fictitious
residents could
pick up necessities
at Publix or Wawa,
drop a letter in a
tiny blue mailbox,
soak in the culture
of the art museum
or the excitement
of a football game.
A police station,
fire station and
hospital awaited
those who needed
help.

Students had put careful thought
into every aspect of their little city.
Assuming the roles of planners and
developers, students examined what a
community needs and why. They talked
about how wants and needs drive goods
and services, and the different jobs and
businesses that
form as a result.
They generated a
list of places an
ideal town needs
for retail, public
safety, health,
education and just
plain fun.
Then, the
kindergartners
turned their
discussions into
action, working
in teams to build
Frog Town in 3D
with toilet paper
rolls, cardboard,
construction
paper and
aluminum foil.

The project culminated in a special
ceremony and ribbon-cutting, where
the town’s members had a chance to
practice public speaking skills. Students
dressed in character as pilots, mail
carriers, veterinarians, teachers and
more to share the contributions each
makes to the community.
The bus driver makes sure students
arrive at school on time, students said.
Lifeguards help people learn to swim.
The teacher teaches kids “to make them
smart.” The architect makes the city
look nicer. The gardener plants trees
to provide shade. Cities need artists,
too, one little boy said: “My art makes
people happy.”
From the Corbett Prep replica to
the other buildings of Frog Town, the
kindergarten class created a visual
representation of what is necessary for
a community to function and shared the
roles and responsibilities of its residents.
Everyone is important in a community,
the students learned, and like a
classroom, its future success depends on
cooperation.

At a special ceremony, students unveiled Frog Town to their guests.
Students practiced public-speaking skills as they shared the ways
everyone in a town contributes to a common good.

9

Exploring Their World Together

PreK4 students test the waters of computer programming
with coding apps that prompt them to arrange commands to
move an animated character across the screen. Computer
science jobs will be in high demand in the future, but learning
basic programming also helps all students think logically and
creatively and build crucial problem-solving skills.

Literature comes to life for PreK3 during a unit that introduces them to
character, setting and plot, and culminates in a performance for parents.

Living Thanksgiving is a cherished tradition that gives PreK4 and kindergarten a chance to
experience early American history as they follow the Pilgrims’ journey on the Mayflower and
re-enact life of the early settlers. Lessons appeal to a variety of intelligences. Books connect
to verbal-linguistic intelligences, while time outdoors working with wood, planting gardens,
thatching roofs and washing clothes stimulate naturalist and kinesthetic intelligences.

10
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U P P E R P R I M A RY L E A R N S B Y D O I N G

Maker’s Mondays Exercise Imaginations in First
and Second Grade Classes
B

alance a tower of plastic cups on
a small wooden cube. Construct
a hideaway with a partner using only
silent communication. Build a structure
of small blocks, panels and rods that
reaches at least 18 inches high without
toppling.

Imagination and engineering align
when Maker’s Monday comes around to
Upper Primary classes.
Students in first and second grade
at Corbett Prep are trying their hands at
becoming “makers” — do-ers, problemsolvers and creative thinkers — as they
tackle various challenges their teachers
prepare for them each week.
Working independently or in
multiage pairs and teams, the students
use simple materials to complete a
task. At first, they may have limited
information as they implement their
own ideas and learn through trial and
error. Later, teachers may provide more
guidance, share examples or encourage
students to walk around the room and
learn from others. When they have
finished, the students reflect on the
challenges and successes and what they
could do differently.

Vickii Johnson
and Andria Petty,
teachers in the “Mighty
Monkey” classes,
introduced Maker’s
Monday to Upper
Primary after attending
Maker Faire in New
York, part of Corbett
Prep’s commitment
to professional
development. The
festival showcases
inventions, creations
and experimentation
from people in diverse
fields. Scientists,
computer programmers
and engineers can be
makers, but so can
artists, performers,
crafters and hobbyists.

The World Maker
Faire in New York, one
of the flagship makerevents in the United
States, took place at the The maker movement embraces “learning by doing” and
New York Hall of Science increases student engagement as students tackle challenges.
and brought together
“learning by doing.” Authors Sylvia
the largest gathering of
Libow Martinez and Gary Stager
makers on the East Coast. Displays,
refer to it as “active classrooms” in
performances,
their book Invent to Learn. “In active
demonstrations
classrooms one will find engaged
and speakers
students, often working on multiple
reflected the
projects simultaneously, and teachers
diversity of the
unafraid of relinquishing their
maker community.
authoritarian role,” they write. “The
IBM, Google,
best way to activate your classroom
NASA and
is for your classroom to make
Microsoft also
something.”
attended, looking
for problemOn Mondays, at tables, desks
solvers of the
and on the floors, Corbett Prep
future.
Upper Primary students were busy
brainstorming and building as they
In schools,
embraced their roles as the next
the maker
generation of makers. First grader
movement
Students work on tasks independently or in multiage pairs and teams,
Noah Martinez said he looked forward
celebrates
learning through trial and error and reflecting on the process.
to the challenges.
engagement and
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Active Learning Through Memorable Lessons

C

orbett Prep teachers know the
value of giving students an
active role in their lessons. Physically
experiencing lessons, specifically
scientific concepts, helps students
better understand what they have
learned and improve their perfomance
in class, according to a 2015 study
published in Psychological Science.
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In Upper Primary, students have
numerous opportunities to take charge of
their learning, whether they are engaged
in projects inside the classroom or
outside, such as bringing science lessons
to the lake’s banks.
Working alone, in pairs or on teams,
students learn the importance of asking
questions and embrace the process of
trial and error as they make discoveries
about their world.
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I N T E R M E D I AT E B U I L D S F U T U R E L E A D E R S

Today’s Third and Fourth Graders Become
Economists and Entrepreneurs of Tomorrow
T
he annual third and fourth grade
auction, complete with numbered
paddles and an auctioneer, and the
“Bizarre Bazaar,” an outside carnival
filled with student vendor booths,
are traditions in the class’s study of
economics. The economics program,
a simulation of earning, saving, and
spending income, teaches lessons
in money matters, mathematics, and
individual responsibility.

Both activities are culminating
experiences to the students’ efforts
in earning classroom currency called
“moola.” The students earn their
money as a reward for their academic
excellence and for being responsible

Students in other grades who visited the Bizarre Bazaar learned about smart spending and
saving — setting the stage for better financial habits later in life.

saved to place bids
during the auction
or purchase each
other’s products
during the bazaar.
Wand shop owners calculated what the wands
would cost to make and how much they needed
to charge to turn a profit.

third and fourth grade citizens.
Students receive compensation each
week for completed homework,
academic participation, classroom
jobs, responsible behavior, and
quality work. The auction and the
bazaar provide opportunities for
students to use moola they have
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While the
academic goal
is to incorporate
math and economic
standards into
daily instruction,
the excitement and
motivation these
traditions create
empowers students.

Business owners had to try to stand out and attract customers’
attention with fun activities or desirable products and prizes.
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STEM Fair Sparks Inquiry Among Participants
I

n third grade, Christopher Cantor
explored the biodiversity of his
backyard for the science fair. In fourth
grade, he looked at microorganisms in
Lake Lipsey. For his fifth grade project,
Christopher tackled a larger body of
water, expanding his study to the Tampa
Bay estuary.
Christopher examined microbial
diversity in natural and restored
areas of the estuary. A healthy level
of microorganisms is ideal, he said,
because it is the start of the food chain
and supports other forms of life in the
water.
Christopher shared his research at
Corbett Prep’s annual STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math)
Fair. All fifth graders are expected to
submit an individual project to the fair,
and some younger students choose to
pursue group or individual projects as
well.

The long-term projects begin
shortly after the first day of school with
students asking questions about interests
or hobbies. From there, the students
take careful steps to form hypotheses,
accumulate data and draw conclusions.
They share their work with judges
and parents, as well as fellow Corbett
Prep students who visit the fair. Many
classes from the East Side of campus
browse projects and take notes on
their clipboards as they tour the fair —
perhaps uncovering ideas that will lead
to their own science fair projects in the
future.

“The teachers have led the students
to higher and deeper levels of thinking,”
Palmer said.

Joining Palmer and the Middle
School science team as judges were
Wit Ostrenko, former president of
MOSI, and Dr. Mark Stewart, professor
emeritus in the School of Geosciences at
the University of South Florida.
Judges examined projects for scientific
organization, thoroughness, skill,
originality and clarity. The diversity of
topics reflected Corbett Prep students’
varied interests and personalities.
Students tested whether cell phones
distracted video game players in
simulated driving games, which paper
airplane design flew most effectively,
what liquids promoted plant growth and
whether the amount of fat affected the
taste of cookies.
DaNia Brooks, a softball player,
compared various types of softballs
to see which would travel the farthest.
Using a pitching machine to keep the
throws consistent, she learned that
compression makes a difference and that
the most dense ball will have the best
results.

Christopher Cantor logged microbes found in
the Tampa Bay estuary and shared his findings
with STEM Fair visitors. The fair allows
students to explore their diverse interests.

For Alex Findlay, the projects
have allowed him to learn more about
scientific concepts that interested him.
He researched buoyancy in third grade
and friction in fourth. This year, the fifth
grader chose solar energy, testing how
far a solar-powered car could travel at
different times of day. He enjoys the
process of discovery during the science
fair projects.

Several projects qualified
to represent Corbett Prep at the
Hillsborough Regional STEM Fair.
Judges drew from their expertise to
evaluate projects on-site and identified
which ones would go on to compete at
the regional fair.
STEM teacher John Palmer was one
of the in-house judges and said he was
impressed with the ideas students chose
to research and credited the fifth-grade
team for preparing the students well.
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Students started their long-term projects by asking questions about interests or hobbies. They
used those questions to form hypotheses and then accumulated data to test them. With their
trials complete, they drew conclusions about what they had learned.
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Fifth Graders Show Effectiveness of Teamwork
Leadership Council Helps Others, Models Compassion

The fifth grade Leadership Council holds a used book sale annually to benefit the Cochlear Implant Assistance Program. This year students
raised nearly $400. The Bolesta Center at University of South Florida even sent the students some treats in appreciation! Students learn about
leadership and giving back when they volunteer their time to serve in the group.

Fifth Grade Teams Use STEM Skills to Set Sail for Middle School

A

s they bid the
Intermediate
Division bon voyage,
fifth graders sharpened
important skills that
will help them navigate
the waters of middle
school. Exercising
communication and
cooperation skills as well
as applying Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM)
lessons, the students were
charged with building a
boat up to 10 feet long
that would hold two
passengers in a race.

Teams of students
brainstormed ideas for
their designs, measured
and assembled scale
models, and constructed
boats using corrugated
cardboard and duct
tape. From johnboats to
catamarans, the boats’
designs demonstrated
creativity, ingenuity and
teamwork.
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CONNECTIONS AND TRANSITIONS

This Is Science? PE Meets STEM at Corbett Prep
B

each balls, soccer balls and foam
baseballs sat next to tees, plastic
bats and hockey sticks in the gym, as
Upper Primary students considered
which pairings would send a ball the
farthest.

Hit the beach ball or soccer ball
with a hockey stick? Balance a baseball
on a tee or throw it?
Corbett Prep science teacher John
Palmer had shown first and second
graders a pile of sports equipment
when they entered physical education
class and challenged them to see what
happened when they matched different
tools with different balls. Through a
little trial and error and lots of creativity,
the students would discover which
methods succeeded or which ones
needed changes.
“This is science?” one second
grader asked with surprise.
Science and sports go hand in
hand. Physical education classes teach
students about health, fitness, and sports,
and get the students moving during the
school day. But PE classes also provide
unique opportunities for collaboration.

Teacher John Palmer works with an Upper Primary student to test how far a bat or a hockey
stick will move a beach ball. PE classes provide unique opportunities for collaboration among
subjects, resulting in lessons that are both active and academic.

science lessons for Upper Primary
and Middle School students that
were both active and STEM-focused.
Students collaborated in small groups
to explore the question of how to
move a ball efficiently and effectively.
Younger students experimented with
sporting equipment they had on hand,
while Middle School students took
the challenge further by building
contraptions to throw the balls.

Middle School students received
material bundles containing two PVC
pipes, three feet
of string, a sheet
of paper and eight
inches of duct tape.
In small groups, they
brainstormed ways to
use the materials to
build a type of lever
that would propel a
ball farther than they
could throw it. They
tested creations such
as slingshots and
bats, modifying and
sometimes completely
changing designs.
First and second graders worked in small groups to experiment
Palmer worked with the physical
education team to develop innovative

with different types of sporting equipment to see what happened
when they matched different tools with different balls. In Middle
School, students built simple machines to throw the balls.
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After several practice rounds,
teachers gave students one opportunity
to demonstrate their invention to see
if they could surpass the distance they
achieved when they had thrown a ball
by hand. Many teams discovered the
simple machines they had built helped
them nearly double the distance the
ball flew. Other teams stepped back to
discuss what they could change to be
more successful.
Regardless of the results, all the
teams enjoyed the activity and learning
about simple machines, levers and
the relationship between distance
and speed, said Corbett Prep Athletic
Director Rob Heller.
The process also helped inspire
discussions of the role science plays
in sports. The way a pitcher sends a
baseball over home plate, a surfer’s
ability to balance on a surfboard or
how a hockey player accelerates and
stops on slippery ice all start with
science. Experiments in physical
education take science out of the lab so
students understand that innovation and
scientific concepts belong everywhere.
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Patterns and Pi Bring STEAM to Life
S
TEAM came alive as students in
PreK3 through Middle School
explored patterns and Pi during two
separate hands-on, minds-on events.
STEAM Fest 2016 and Pi Day
coincided with collaborative, studentcentered activities teachers planned
to encourage critical, creative and
innovative thinking.

Early and Upper Primary teams
hosted the annual STEAM Fest
surrounding a central theme of
“Patternpalooza.” Third, fourth and
fifth graders served as buddies for
students in PreK3 through second
grade and took them through centers in
different areas of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics.
Students created musical patterns on
GarageBand software, built patterns
with wooden blocks and Legos, crafted
paper mosaics, scrutinized fingerprint
arches and whorls and played math
games.
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Carrying the same concept through
multiple applications also helps
students understand how disparate
subjects relate to each other as they
see patterns pop up in music, math and
more.

That same afternoon, Middle
School students embraced irrationality,
at least where circles are concerned.
Pi Day, celebrated around March 14
or 3/14, prompts students to examine
real-world connections and applications
of circles, focusing
on the irrational
relationship of a
circle’s diameter to
its circumference.
Tasks students
tackled included the
artistic, the academic,
the messy and the
delicious as students
hurried from center
to center for Pi

crafts, pie eating and a Pi scavenger
hunt. Students who completed the most
activities earned the right to “pie” math
teacher Tom Bronson with whipped
cream.
Applying the arts to STEM
lessons through collaborative, creative
activities taps into students’ right brains
to deepen innovative and inventive
thinking, creating the frameworks
students will need for success in the
21st century.
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IB Projects Inspire Fifth and Eighth Graders
to Research, Act, and Reflect
B

efore they move up to middle or
high school, Corbett Prep students
take time to reflect on lessons they
learned in the International Baccalaureate
Programme and how they can use this
knowledge from the IB perspective to
give back to the community.
Comprehensive projects that
combine research with community
outreach give fifth and eighth graders
an opportunity to showcase skills they
have honed as IB students. The efforts
draw attention to local, national or global
needs as the students raised money, held
food and clothing drives, and advocated
for dozens of charitable organizations.
The East and West sides of
campus transform into a hub of activity
throughout the process, as students
eagerly share information about their
topics with their peers and family. Once
their research is completed, eighth
graders set up exhibits to communicate
what they have learned and how others
can get involved. The fifth grade class
pairs their project displays with a
powerful performance. Through dance,
music and spoken word, the students
challenge audiences to think about how
one person can change the world.
Whether students are raising
money for disease research, collecting

donations for the needy or
increasing awareness about
little-known causes, they
reflect issues that are close
to their hearts.

Eighth graders helped
sloths in Costa Rica,
donated books to children
in Ethiopia, and gathered
pet supplies for rescue
animals. Fifth grader
Sophia Spataro turned her
love of dance into action,
filling boxes with gently
used dance costumes to
donate to other children.
Vade Basdeo and Kiran
Saligame, fifth grade
The eighth grade IB project challenges students to take
soccer fans, sold miniature
responsibility for a long-term piece of work examining
soccer balls to ensure
community needs and developing a plan to address them.
children in other countries
have durable sporting
IB recently added a Community
equipment so they can benefit from
Project requirement for eighth graders.
physical activity and play.
The Community Project requires
students to pinpoint a need within
Historically, IB has had capstone
a community, lead a self-directed
projects to mark the culmination of each
investigation into the need within a
of its programmes, the Primary Years
global context, work to address the
Programme (PYP) for ages 3-12, the
need, then reflect on their project as
Middle Years Programme (MYP) for
well as their learning to develop an
ages 11-16 and the Diploma Programme
understanding of themselves as learners.
for ages 16-19.

Fifth grade has participated in its
PYP project,
known as
Exhibition, for
years. Teachers
encourage
collaborative
inquiry into
real-world issues
that this year
surrounded the
theme “Sharing
the Planet.”
Students explored
the struggle within
communities
to share finite
resources and
examined
Fifth graders pair their research-based IB Exhibition projects with
access to equal
emotional performances that challenge audiences to think about how
opportunities.

Through the inquiry and research
process, both fifth- and eighth-grade
students assume responsibility for
completing a significant, long-term
piece of work as well as reflect on what
they learned and the outcomes of their
projects — important skills for success
later in school and in the workplace.
The social implications of servicelearning further elevates their in-depth
investigations. Teachers hope that
raising awareness among students about
community needs will promote personal
responsibility, helping the students
understand how to make informed
decisions and prompting them to take
actions that will effect change.

one person can change the world.
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Field Day Fosters Friendships Among All Ages
T

he sounds of laughter and cheers
surrounded the Middle School
during Corbett Prep’s annual Field Day,
an afternoon of community building,
fitness and fun.
Students in PreK4 through eighth
grade take part in Field Day activities,
enjoying challenges that promote
athleticism, creativity and teamwork.
Fourth through eighth graders serve as
role models and are paired with younger
buddies to participate in 30 cooperative
and fun-filled activities, staffed by
teachers and parent volunteers. The older
students help the younger ones navigate
the Field Day stations with help and
encouragement.
Corbett Prep also uses this Field Day
model for other events that span multiple
grades, such as STEAM Fest, Young
Authors Day and International Day.
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M ID D LE SC H O O L O F FE R S
M U LT I PLE O PTI O N S F O R S U C C E S S
The Extraordinary Middle School Experience

I

n addition to preparing students
to soar in a high school setting,
Corbett Prep Middle School
teachers support the students
in developing the confidence,
leadership, and character they
will need in their future. Rigorous
academics flexibly designed
to meet individual needs, with
opportunities to earn high school
credit, provide the foundation for
the middle school student. Variety
and choice through specials,
electives and clubs, athletic
excellence and opportunity for all
students, and dedicated teachers
who truly connect with each
student all work together to provide
a one-of-a-kind middle school
Each Middle School grade participates in special activities to develop teamwork and leadership.
experience.
Seventh graders travel to the mountains during Wolfcreek to test their limits and challenge themselves.

Community Service Day is a valued tradition. Students visited
a school dressed as “Science Superheroes” to teach lessons.

Sixth graders took a memorable trip to Rainbow River, an
extension of learning about ecosystems and aquifers.

20

Middle School students organized Our World Day to share sounds, tastes and
artifacts from countries across the globe. Students in PreK3 through fifth grade
visited the Middle School for an interactive demonstration about other countries
and their peers’ diverse backgrounds.
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Data Collection Intersects with Real Life
in Middle School’s Algebra II Project
M

iddle School math teachers brought
data analysis out of the textbook
and into daily life in a new Algebra II
investigation that merged math with civic
action.

The lessons on creating precise
relationships from data kicked off with a
unique field trip to two busy corners of
Dale Mabry Highway in North Tampa.

says math teacher Tom
Bronson, and students have
used gravity, container
volume and even cell phone
battery life to recognize that
relationships can be defined
in different ways.

Students stood on the sidewalk
where Dale Mabry intersects with
Humphrey Street and Waters Avenue for
their observations and fact-finding. They
logged the number of vehicles each red
light stopped, the number of vehicles
stopped multiple times by each red light
and the length of time it took a car to
drive from one intersection to the next.
They also tracked how long the green
and red lights lasted.

Examining the traffic
collection data led the class
to the conclusion that a car’s
acceleration is non-linear.
A follow-up investigation
on their parents’ cars asked
them to clock the time it
took the cars to reach 10, 20,
30 miles per hour and more.
They then used quadratics
to define the general
relationship between speed
and acceleration for the
average vehicle.

Once they had recorded the
statistics, they returned to school to
explore the relationships the data formed.
The unit is dealing with linear, quadratic,
cubic and higher-degree polynomials,

The lesson could have ended there.
But Corbett Prep teachers took it a step
further with a community component.
The class discussed how re-timing
lights would allow more cars to move

Algebra II students visited busy North Dale Mabry Highway
intersections to record data about vehicle travel. Back in
the classroom, the Middle School students used quadratics
to define the general relationship between speed and
acceleration for the average vehicle.

between the intersections. Bronson asked
students to compose letters to Tampa city
officials explaining their observations —
supporting their recommendations with
the mathematical relationships defined in
class.

Middle School Welcomes Visitors for IB Evaluation

C

orbett Prep’s Middle School
demonstrated its dedication to the
International Baccalaureate Programme
and received input on raising it to the
next level when IB representatives visited
the campus last winter.

The IB Programme seeks to develop
intercultural understanding while
providing an academic framework that
encourages students to think critically
and ask challenging questions. Regular
evaluations allow the IB to review
schools’ commitments to IB standards
and practices with the understanding that
implementation is a journey, according
to the International Baccalaureate
Organization.
Five-year evaluations give IB
schools the opportunity to ensure they
are providing quality programs and offer
ideas for improvement. At Corbett Prep,
the IB evaluations are a way to keep
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faculty and staff continuously challenged
as they build a strong and dedicated
learning community.
Corbett Prep offers the Middle
Years Programme (MYP) for sixth grade
through eighth grade. The Primary Years
Programme (PYP) focuses on PreK3
through fifth grade. Now that the MYP
evaluation is complete, Corbett Prep will
prepare for the PYP evaluation during the
2017-18 school year.
The site evaluation at Corbett Prep’s
Middle School was comprehensive. IB
representatives toured the school with
Middle School student ambassadors and
met with staff, administration, academic
teams, parents, students and the Corbett
Prep Board of Trustees.

the articulate and thoughtful students,
dedicated and passionate Board of
Trustees and committed teachers. The
final report also shared recommendations
as to how to help Corbett Prep’s master
teachers get even better.
The Middle School team set out to
do more than show how Corbett Prep
integrates IB standards into its conceptbased curriculum. Jennifer Jagdmann,
MYP Co-Coordinator, said she hoped
visitors would feel the “excitement,
dedication and passion” teachers at
Corbett Prep have for education. After
reading the final report, Jagdmann said, it
seems that goal was met.

The results of the evaluation were
inspiring for the middle school team.
The IB evaluation team commended
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Eighth Grade Prepares ‘Leadership Legacy’
During Weeklong Workshops
E

ighth graders always have a lot
on their minds. They’re making
decisions about where to attend high
school, tackling increased academic
responsibilities and trying to soak
up everything Middle School has to
offer — all under the watchful eyes of
younger grades who look to them as
leaders.

Students examined their personal
strengths, values and areas of
improvement to uncover their leadership
qualities. Challenges to balance a ring
on a web of strings, build towers out
of balloons and other games prompted
them to think strategically, communicate
effectively and later, reflect on how
they managed a variety of personalities
among the teams.

studies trip to Washington, D.C., and
Philadelphia.
But this year, teachers wanted
to capitalize on the strong bonds that
Wolfcreek and the sixth-grade trip create
among the students so they offered the
experiences earlier. The eighth grade
trip remained in the spring. Having
the Middle School all to themselves

Corbett Prep introduced a new
program this year to help its oldest
Middle School students embrace their
roles with “Lead the Way,” a special
week of seminars and activities that
addressed high school and college
preparation, goal setting, and leadership
development.
International Baccalaureate and
private high schools visited Corbett
Prep during that time to meet with the
eighth grade, and speakers from within
and outside the Corbett Prep community
offered motivational stories and advice.
Students learned about leadership skills
through Dale Carnegie training and
polished their interviewing techniques.
Tommy Shannon, community business
leader and role model, inspired the
audience with his talk. Frameworks of
Tampa Bay, a nonprofit organization,
kicked off the week with an interactive
social and emotional learning program
that had students looking closely at
themselves to improve positive working
relationships with others.
Zakiyyah Aquil, education program
coordinator, said Frameworks’ mission
was to inspire the eighth graders to
think about how they would leave a
“leadership legacy.” Their message for
the day: “What they see is what they’ll
be!”
Students moved through activities
that covered the five core competencies
of the Social and Emotional
Learning Wheel: self awareness,
self management, social awareness,
relationship skills, and responsible
decision-making.
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Eighth grade teams worked with Frameworks instructors on challenges that required them
to think strategically and communicate effectively, part of a special week of seminars and
activities designed to develop leadership skills and help them prepare for the future.

“We had an absolute blast working
with the eighth grade students and staff,
and we look forward to coming back
next year,” Aquil said.
The “Lead the Way” sessions came
about after two annual Middle School
trips switched from spring to fall.
Traditionally, during Corbett
Prep’s annual New Horizon’s Week in
the spring, sixth graders leave Tampa
for special teambuilding activities off
campus while seventh grade heads to
the mountains for Wolfcreek, an intense
junior Outward Bound experience.
Eighth grade used that time for its social

made New Horizon’s Week the perfect
opportunity for the eighth grade to focus
on success strategies throughout life.
Students graduate from Corbett
Prep to attend some of the best high
schools in the area and from there,
move on to diverse college programs in
the arts, sciences and more. Like their
predecessors, the eighth grade class of
2016 leaves with an understanding of
competent leadership, the awareness
of their own unique capabilities, and
valuable insights into the elements of
positive interpersonal relationships.
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F I N E A R T S U P D AT E
Middle School Musical Theatre Flies High

tudents flew, a dog padded onto
the stage, and performers tapped
and jumped their way through dance
numbers during two Middle School
musicals.

S

The Corbett Prep musical theatre
department doubled its productions
this year, presenting Legally Blonde
Jr. and Mary Poppins in the same
weekend. Different students were
featured in each cast, though all
students appeared in the ensembles.
Two actors from each show worked
with a professional fly director from
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ZFX Flying Effects so they could learn
to soar, sing and dance in harnesses and
wires high above the stage — safely.
The sixth, seventh and eighth
graders rehearsed together for months
and even had the chance to hear tips on
their performances from members of the
Broadway Artists Alliance, which provides
training to young actors in New York City.
Three BAA guests met with Corbett Prep
students to offer critiques on ensemble
pieces and suggestions for developing
characters onstage.
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Fine Arts Spotlights Confidence and Expression
F

rom PreK3 through eighth grade,
every student is able to showcase
his or her talents and experiment with
a wide array of artistic expression in
music, art, drama, and dance –activities
that support and enhance the entire
learning process.
Research supports the benefits of
a robust arts program. By learning and
practicing in the visual and performing
arts, the brain actually rewires itself to
make more and stronger neurological
connections. Students of the arts have
demonstrated improved brain function,
stronger problem solving and critical
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thinking skills, and higher standardized
test scores.

Drama classes build self
confidence, poise and presence as
students prepare for annual theatrical
performances. Music classes encourage
appreciation for all types of music
as teachers incorporate singing and
experiences with keyboards, recorders,
and drums. Band class enables budding
musicians to develop skills in brass,
woodwind, or percussion instruments.
Art classes integrate academics with
creativity using a wide range of artistic
media within a broad curriculum, and

dance class enables students to express
themselves as individuals as well as
enhance their learning experience by
processing information physically, using
both sides of the brain.
The Spirit of IDS and Warriors’
Pride choruses provide additional
options for third, fourth and fifth graders
to sing and participate in a full-scale
musical production. A musical theatre
elective at the middle school level offers
a similar opportunity for sixth through
eighth graders.
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Technical Theatre Raises the Curtain on STEAM
for Kids at Corbett Prep
W

hen the spotlight hits the stage, all
eyes are on the actors. But it takes
a team to control the lights, operate the
sound board, design the costumes, build
the scenery and manage the backstage
— all so the actors can focus on telling
the story.
At Corbett Prep, students as young
as elementary school are able to assume
these responsibilities. By engaging
kids in these “behind the scenes,”
nontraditional STEAM activities,
teachers are inspiring more and more
students in the practical application
of science, technology, engineering
and math. And in today’s fast-paced
technical world, these skills prepare
them for future careers.
Drama teacher Seth Travaglino
and Warriors’ Pride Director Michael
LeBlanc emphasize the importance
of off-stage skills to all their students,
even the ones who love the limelight.
Far more opportunities are available
backstage than onstage, Travaglino tells
them, so if they choose to pursue theatre
professionally, actors with multiple
skills stand a better chance at getting
hired than those who only can serve in
one capacity.
One of the many options at
Corbett Prep includes expanding
student opportunities to get involved in
technical theatre, through construction
classes that merge engineering and
design as well as programs that
introduce students to sound and

lighting basics, allowing them to take on
responsibilities for real productions.

Students begin performing as young
as PreK3 in class productions and have the
option to join larger-scale shows starting
in fourth grade. Corbett Prep has also
created a technical theatre elective for fifth
graders. The students learn how theatre
lights and sound work and how to prepare
the stage for the sets. Directors choose
a tech crew for different performances,
giving them jobs during rehearsals and
shows. The students are so eager,
Travaglino says, they are always asking
for new tasks.
Technical theatre appeals to many
students who are kinesthetic or tactile
learners and learn by doing. A show
may require set pieces built to certain
specifications, such as mobile platforms
big enough to hold several cast
members but light enough for students
to move. It turns into an engineering
problem for students to solve.
In Corbett Prep’s new set
construction class, STEAM teacher
John Palmer challenged students to
build a small bridge for a Community
School of the Arts (CSA) dance recital.
The middle school class had to figure out
how to bend wood to form an arch, and
keep it curved, as well as how to make
the bridge both aesthetically pleasing and
sturdy enough to support dancers. They
tried one model, tested it, discovered
problems and went back to the drawing
board to try again. After several attempts,
they found a solution and successfully
completed the bridge.
The students had to learn to work
together on the planning and construction,
because all were accountable for its
success or failure. In the end, they had the
satisfaction of creating something needed
and useful.

Fifth grader Jack Carey controls the spotlight
during Annie Kids between moments on stage.
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Eighth grader Isabela Mocsari is
finding that the skills she has honed
through technical theatre would serve
her well in any job. She first tried
stage managing when she was in fifth
grade in Warriors’ Pride Chorus and
loved wearing the headset, calling cues
backstage and communicating with the
actors on behalf of the director. It has
turned into her specialty, and she even
won a state “All-Star Tech” award in
2016 at the Florida Junior Thespian
Festival in Orlando.

Palmer welcomed the trial and error
during the process: “When things turn out
other than the way we expect, we learn.”

Eighth grader Taylor George helps out off stage
at a winter Fine Arts performance. Students at
Corbett Prep learn technical theatre skills as well
as public speaking.

It takes strong organizational
skills and time management to work
backstage, she says. She takes notes on
changes the director wants to make and
sees them through, and she has to keep
track of how much time the cast has
before the show starts and what needs to
be done. Does everyone have costumes?
Are props set in place? Who needs their
makeup and hair finished?
While technical theatre can provide
an entry point into the world of theatre
for students who are reluctant to take the
stage, involvement also builds a sense of
confidence and community.
“If you want to be in theatre, but
you’re shy, you can be in tech,” Isabela
says. “You can be part of the group.”
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L U P D AT E

Visits from Spanish and Chinese Students Encourage
International Mindedness Among All Grades
nternational connections flourished
this year at Corbett Prep, as Tampa
students enjoyed learning alongside
peers from both Spain and China.

I

Classes as young as PreK3
welcomed international guests
throughout the school year, providing
students of all ages and backgrounds
with a better understanding of and
appreciation for other cultures.
A global perspective is vital for
students as the world becomes more
and more interconnected. As an
International Baccalaureate school,
Corbett Prep seeks to encourage a
sense of international mindedness. IB’s
mission statement says developing
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring
young people can help create a better
and more peaceful world through
understanding and respect.
Understanding the importance of
thinking globally, Corbett Prep has
built many relationships with schools in
Spain. Groups of Spanish teachers have
visited Corbett Prep, and Headmaster
Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman has trained
faculty and staff at more than 20 schools
in Spain. An international study program
has allowed students from Corbett Prep
and Colegios Ramón y Cajal in Madrid

to visit each other’s
schools annually for
years.
This year, Early
Primary students
experienced two months
with Julia Olleros Martos,
a visiting teacher from
Madrid. She teamed with
PreK4 and kindergarten
classes to share
experiences and culture,
PreK3 students discussed American and Chinese schools,
participate in professional
homes and traditions with Queena, a Chinese student who
development and see how spent several weeks in the Flower Patch.
education is approached
in the United States. Her
Prep friends as “Betty,” came to Tampa
uncle, Luis Pérez, has worked with Dr.
to work on her English and broaden
Swarzman on developing connections
her horizons. Her mother said she was
with schools in Spain interested in
happy to see her make friends so quickly
adopting the school’s (Multiple Options
and develop more independence during
for Results in Education) M.O.R.E.
her stay. In addition to learning to
Model.
speak English more fluently, Betty also
Martos said the Early Primary
team’s professionalism and ability to
cultivate joy in the classroom impressed
her: “They teach with passion and treat
people with love, thinking about kids
first and taking a lot of care to create a
powerful environment for meaningful
learning.”
In another international connection,
Corbett Prep students
benefited from
time with about
a dozen Chinese
students, ranging in
age from PreK3 to
seventh grade. They
enjoyed sharing
similarities and
differences in their
interests, schools
and home lives as
they developed their
friendships.

An international study program with Corbett Prep and Colegios
Ramón y Cajal in Madrid continues to thrive. Students build
friendships and an appreciation for other cultures.
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Dong Xiao
Xiao, a second grader
known to her Corbett

became interested in Spanish, thanks
to the Spanish classes she attended
with the first and second grade “Cool
Cats.” Her mother also appreciated how
drama classes encouraged her to express
herself creatively.
Betty also shared snapshots of
her own culture, teaching students
some Chinese words and talking about
customs and her life in China.
These types of experiences are what
lead to personal growth, said Martos,
of Spain. Children and adults can learn
about specific aspects of a culture from
friends they make, helping them to
understand why some traditions, habits,
ideals and priorities are so different
around the world.
“When children understand that,
they become more open-minded and
respectful of others,” Martos said,
“which will be something positive for
their whole lives as cultures get closer
and closer due to globalization.”
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AT H L E T I C U P D AT E
A

thletics at Corbett Prep is an
extensive year-round program
that is key to student development as
it supports a well-rounded learning
experience. All students are encouraged
to participate.
In the fall, Corbett Prep teams
include soccer, cross country and
volleyball. In the winter, it’s track,
basketball, cheerleading and wrestling,
and in the spring, students may join
baseball, softball and tennis teams.
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As part of the
Florida West Coast
League, Corbett
Prep competes in
many games and
tournaments. AfterSchool Activities
allow younger
students to participate
in developmental
sports in a positive
environment.

The 13th Annual Student/Faculty Sports Challenge emphasized
the supportive relationships and team spirit that abounds among
coaches, teachers, students and parents in and out of the classroom
at Corbett Prep.
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A L L S C H O O L U P D AT E
Headmaster of the Day
Continuing a tradition that dates back to 1998, seven students
enjoyed the opportunity to act as Headmaster of the Day this
year, each bringing his or her own unique personality and style
to the time-honored position. Parents won the opportunity for
their children at the Big Event. After preparing with Headmaster

Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman, students led a schoolwide assembly
and enjoyed special privileges and leadership opportunities. The
Headmasters of the Day were (clockwise from top left): Zoe
Henning, Camille McClendon, Ava Muniz, Sofia Palma, Isabella
Palma, Taylor George and Joshua Leeds.

PFA Support Vital to School Success
Corbett Prep parent volunteers of
the Parent-Faculty Association
(PFA) provide invaluable support
to the students, teachers and staff.
Led by the PFA Executive Board,
the PFA comprises all parents who
support school-related programs and
fundraising events, including the
Big Event, the Kids’ Classic Golf
Tournament, the Fall Festival and
Fun Run and many other fundraisers.
In addition, many parents give their
time in their children’s classrooms
through the Room Parent Coordinator
(RPC) Program. RPCs serve as
liaisons between teachers and parents,
coordinating parent involvement in
school activities throughout the year.
We thank the PFA for another amazing
year of support and enthusiasm in all
it does for students, faculty and staff!
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A Year of Recognition:
Awards and Accolades
ACADEMICS
Middle School Geography Bee
18 qualifiers
School finalists: Carl Bertolino and Riju
Datta
3rd year in a row, Riju Datta qualified
to go to the State of Florida National
Geographic Society State Bee where he
earned 3rd place

2016 Hillsborough County STEM
Fair Individual and Small Group
Ratings and Awards:
Superior Award - 2
Outstanding Award - 2
Award of Excellence - 2
Merit Award - 1
Monetary Award - 2
Busch Gardens Special Award - 1
Florida Aquarium Special Award - 1
Helen Johnson Memorial Award - 1
Perennial Math Competition,
Intermediate Division
A voluntary national live online math
competition four times a year.
Top scorers: Malishka Arni (3rd grade),
Alex Cardona, Keegan Clamp (3rd/4th
grade multiage), Nitya Padmanabhan
(4th grade), Aleksandr Torra, Maya
Mehta (5th grade)

Spelling Bee Competitions
118 participants (2nd - 8th grade)
Spell Off- Alexander Cardona (3rd),
Zachary Camacho (4th), Laney Coyle
(4th), Brennan Farghar (4th), Meredith
Rothstein (5th), Dina Fakhar (6th),
Alexander Cantor (8th) Riju Datta (8th)
Finalists: Brennan Fargher and Riju
Datta
Riju Datta: Corbett Prep Stellar
Speller Champion Award2011,2012,2013,2014,2015,2016
2nd place: Riju Datta: Tampa Bay Area
Scripps Regional Spelling Bee (6th
consecutive year)

Duke Talent Identification Program
(TIP) for 7th Graders
Twenty-five students were selected
this year to participate in Duke TIP
for academically gifted students. Duke
TIP is the largest program of its kind
in the nation. Based on standardized
test scores, the program identifies
academically talented students and
invites them to take the ACT of the SAT.
Of those who participated eight received
State Recognition for their outstanding
scores:
Tyler Adams, Hailey Keen, Tristan
Minick, Rylie Nelson, Ronan Saligame,
Asha Sneed, Nicholas Spataro, Jaden
Waz

MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVES
AND CLUBS
Forensics (An Extension of the Middle
School Drama Elective)

Team members: Tommy Brown, Sophia
Camacho, Gracyn Custin, Bianca de
Quesada, Lilly Dorton, Emma Eaton,
Ricardo Fernandez, Taylor George,
Jack Georgiades, Maya Harrell, Peyten
Hernandez, Mackenzie Hicks, Kat
Jones, Ty Jones, Maya Judd, Toni
Keene, Julia Martin, Trevor Mayberry,
Kailey McDonald, Isabela Mocsari,
McKinnley Nelson, Rylie Nelson, Tallulah
Nouss, Keira Osborne, Alonso Parker,
Michael Pena, Keeley Pendergrass,
Madigan Reens, Isabella Rivera, Dax
Rockquemore, Camille Samuel, Marissa
Schabes, Felicia Scheiner, Abigail
Schenck, Alex Smith, Will Sobel, Derek
Sokol, Nico Spataro, Darby Stadick, Elena
Tarpley, Ian Vokoun, Emily Wahba, Jaden
Waz

Four Meets (# of awards):
1st place, Declamation (2);1st place Duo
Interpretation of Drama (2);1st place Oral
Interpretation of Drama (2);1st place Oral
Interpretation of Prose (2);1st place Oral
Interpretation of Poetry (1); 2nd place
Oral Interpretation of Drama (2);2nd place
Duo Interpretation of Drama (2); 2nd
place Oral Interpretation of Poetry (2);
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2nd place, Oral Interpretation of Prose (1);
3rd place Duo Interpretation of Drama
(1);3rd place Oral Interpretation of
Poetry (3); 3rd place Oral Interpretation
of Prose (1);4th place, Oral Interpretation
of Prose (2); 5th place Duo Interpretation
of Drama (1);5th place Oral
Interpretation of Poetry (2); 5th place
Oral Interpretation of Prose (1)
Thespian Troupe 88622
Troupe members: Jaden Waz, Will Sobel,
Tallulah Nouss, Isabella Mocsari, Peyten
Hernandez, Mackenzie Hicks, Derek
Sokol, Nico Spataro, McKinnley Nelson,
Rylie Nelson, Alex Smith, and Elena
Tarpley

First Annual “Way Above and
Beyond” Award: Nancy Leach: for her
service to Corbett Prep 2009-present

Upper Primary Division raised $700 in
8th Annual “Read to Feed” to benefit
Heifer International

Cheerleading/Dance
National Champions: Florida Dance
& Cheer (FDCA) Association
2nd place: Competitive Cheerleading
Squad
Two 1st place: Pom Dance Competition
Competitive Dance Company
Shake the Ground competition
Wrestling
Invitational
Rachel
Garrison:
3rd place in
weight class,
Basketball
2nd place tie
FWCL: Boys Purple team
Top Division Finalist: Girls Purple team
COMMUNITY SCHOOL FOR
SPORTS

Upper Primary Safari Store raised
$1,269 to benefit Wildlife Survival
Sanctuary of Spring Hill

Florida Junior Thespian Festival
Performed at Opening and Closing
Ceremonies
3 (Critic’s Choice) Best in Show:
Duet, Solo, Ensemble Acting
Honorable Mention, 2nd place overall:
Small Group Musical
Best One Act Ensemble
“Shipwrecked,” Superior: performance
and technical
All- Star Cast Member Award: One Act
Ensemble
All Star Tech Award
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Philanthropists of the Year,
Association of Fundraising
Professionals FL, Suncoast Chapter:
Cornelia and Dick Corbett

Ultimate Warriors- Dynasty Hoops
Tip Off Classic
Division Champions: 8th grade girls

Intermediate Division Leadership
Council Annual Used Book Sale to
benefit the Bolesta Center at USF
Middle School Student Council
donated 840 lbs. of food for
Metropolitan Ministries in annual
holiday food drive

Camille Samuel, Taylor George, Bailey
Hamas- Division Champions

ATHLETICS
MUSIC/ARTS
Member of Florida West Coast League
(FWCL)
Volleyball
2nd place FWCL (Purple Team)
Soccer
3rd place FWCL (Purple Team)
Cross Country
40 4th-8th grade runners on team
2 runners qualified to run in the State
Championship meet
3rd place - Bay Area Championship
State Qualifying Meet - 11 runners- team
qualified to run in the state meet

All-State
Elementary
Chorus: Julia
Cox
All-State
Middle
Chorus: Rylie
Nelson

Dali Museum Statewide Student Art
Exhibit: Ellie Kiernan (8th grade),
Sophia Camacho (7th grade)
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C O M M U N I T Y U P D AT E

Discover Your Creative Genius Through CSA

I

nvolvement in the arts promotes cognitive development,
positive growth in behavior and attitude, and strong, long-term
connections with the arts community. Equally important — it’s
fun! The Community School of the Arts at Corbett Prep (CSA)
offers classes, seminars and perfoming opportunities in music,
visual arts, dance, drama and musical theatre. All students in
the Tampa Bay area may enroll, regardless of where they attend

school. In addition to music and dance recitals, audiences came
in droves for the musical theatre performances, featuring students
from elementary school through high school. The 2015-16 season
featured How to Eat Like a Child, Yo Vikings and Beauty and the
Beast. During the summer, students performed in Next to Normal
and, through a CSA partnership with CAMP IDS, Once on This
Island Jr.

It’s Game On for Community School for Sports
S
tudents from across the Tampa Bay
area are coming to Corbett Prep
to improve their athletic performance
in a new program that allows kids to
learn skills in a positive, goal-oriented
environment.

specific training in track, baseball,
volleyball and soccer. Students enrolled
in yoga learned about athletic recovery.
Coaches offered flag football as an
organized sport, and basketball was
a full-service program encompassing
training to competitive play.

Community School for Sports
(CSS) officially debuted in the fall of
2015. The program includes a variety
of sport-specific instruction from
professionally trained or certified
coaches. Nearly 250 students from
various schools participated in CSS
activities in 2015-16, and many
registered for multiple sessions.

CSS works closely with the
Marvin Harvey Basketball School of
Excellence, incorporating different
opportunities for skills trainings,
competitive scrimmages and
tournaments to expand its reach into the
greater Tampa area.

In its first year, CSS offered sport-
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Carmyn Samuel, CSS director, says
the response to the program in its initial

year showed that it is meeting a demand
for quality sports training for students in
the area.
Teams and participants have
greeted the new sports program with
enthusiasm. “I’m most excited that the
community is excited,” Coach Samuel
says.
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CAMP IDS: Where Everyone Has a Great Time!
B

ollywood dance. Lego movie
making. Gourmet cooking. New
languages. Video game design. Corbett
Prep’s CAMP IDS is packed with
options from sports to arts to academics
that create a memorable summer for
students in PreK3 through high school.
Fun and informative, camp
engages students in learning in creative
ways — a benefit when it’s time to
go back to school. Research shows
that students can forget up to two
months of academic instruction during
summer vacation, but camps’ enriching
experiences help reduce this summer
learning loss, according to the American
Camp Association.
Luckily, there’s an abundance
of entertaining and educational
opportunities at CAMP IDS, a favorite
in the Tampa Bay area for two decades.

Camps are divided into seven
weekly sessions. Families can choose
from more than 60 full- and half-day
programs on the beautiful lakeside
campus of Corbett Preparatory
School of IDS. Extended care is
available before and after camps, as is
transportation to certain areas.
CAMP IDS appeals to a wide
variety of interests and ages. STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) themes provide avenues
to explore graphic design, robotics,
astronomy, physical science, model
rocketry, Minecraft and 3-D design
and printing. Communications camps
put future journalists, documentarians
and movie-makers to work in
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broadcasting, Claymation, magazine
and filmmaking. Academic camps use
creative approaches to help students
hone reading, writing and math skills
during summer break. Students can also
test the waters of a new language
with French, Chinese and Spanish
camps that feature fun, culturebased activities that may involve
cooking, music or art.

football and the popular team challenges
in “Warrior Games.” CAMP IDS also
offers archery, golf, tennis, martial arts,
cheerleading, basketball, off-campus
adventures and wilderness excursions.

Visual and performing
arts camps showcase students’
talents. Students can turn found
materials, clay or even wire into
masterpieces in a new mixed
media camp, build sculptures from
recyclables or paint their way
across the globe. And musicians,
actors and dancers will find
plenty to like about band, strings,
drama, dance and musical theatre.
This year, students in grades 3-8
performed in the imaginative Once
on This Island Jr.
Corbett Prep’s
cypress-covered
campus is the perfect
backdrop for outdoor
activities, and CAMP
IDS delivers. Look
around the grounds,
and you’ll see campers
enjoying soccer,
canoeing, fishing, flag
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ALUMNI NEWS

Community Comes Together in ‘Schuy Is the Limit’ Benefit

W

ith her bright smile and love of
life, Schuyler Arakawa made a
lasting impression during her time at
Corbett Prep. So her friends, former
classmates, and teachers came together
to support her as she recovered from a
serious accident.

The “Schuy Is the Limit” benefit
celebrated Schuyler through live
performances of music she loved
as well as an original composition.
The performances, silent auction and
reception, held at Corbett Prep, brought
together the community and help raise
money for Schuyler’s medical care.
The fundraiser helped offset the costs
of Schuyler’s rehabilitation that exceed
what insurance covers.
Schuyler, a 2007 Corbett Prep
graduate, was on a rafting expedition
in Colombia when a large rock fell
from 30 feet above and landed directly
on her head. The impact crushed her
skull, collapsed her lungs, fractured

her spine and broke her legs. Through
a series of miracles and outpouring
of help internationally, Schuyler was
transported from Colombia to Miami.
Drama teacher Seth Travaglino put
together four mini-acts reflecting some
of Schuyler’s interests. Schuyler came
to Corbett Prep in fifth grade, and when
she was in Middle School, appeared in
Godspell, the Community School of the
Arts’ first musical.
One of the acts featured a
medley of songs from every show in
which Schuyler appeared. Other acts
showcased songs important to her or
songs she listened to regularly. Another
act, “Broadway Backwards,” had
male singers performing traditionally
female roles to keep everyone smiling
— because “Schuyler loves to smile,”
Travaglino said. Composer and lyricist
Jeremy Silverman wrote “Schuy Is the
Limit,” the closing song, after reading
about her and her story.

Alumni Sightings

Schuyler Arakawa graduated from Corbett
Prep, then IDS, in 2007 and was seriously
injured during a rafting expedition in
Colombia. The Corbett Prep community held
a special benefit concert to raise money to help
her as she recovers.

Recent Corbett Prep
graduates from the class of
2015 love visiting campus
because they know they
will get the royal treatment.

Former PE Coach Adam
Chumbley and IDS alumnus
Lance McCullers Jr., now a
pitcher with the Houston Astros,
shared this photo of their
reunion in Seattle last year.
McCullers graduated from IDS
in 2008.
Several members of the IDS Class of 1991 returned to
reconnect with friends and former teachers. “Thanks so
much for letting us come home,” one alumnus said.
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Hall of Fame: Marilyn Gatlin

Corbett Prep board member Bette Maniscalco, left, and science teacher Gery Morey planned
a birthday party for their friend Marilyn Gatlin at the school she founded. Shown at the party,
from left to right are Maniscalco, Morey, Gatlin and Headmaster Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman.

T

he Corbett Prep community was
saddened to say goodbye to founder
and friend Marilyn Gatlin, who passed
away in December 2015.

the late Betty Anderson had to create an
educational environment of unlimited
possibilities that promoted the gifts and
talents of every student.

Although nearly 50 years have
passed since she co-founded the school,
Gatlin continued to attend many events,
warmly greeting students and enjoying
their performances in the hall named in
her honor.

The women had been studying
gifted education under Dr. Dorothy Sisk
in the University of South Florida’s
first Gifted Education Masters Degree
Program. They began talking about
an alternative to the traditional gifted
programs of pulling out a select number
of students, believing that all types of
learners could benefit from a gifted
education.

“We held our classes in five rustic,
rounded wooden buildings, which
arrived on the property just before the
school year began,” Marilyn Gatlin
wrote in the 1976 IDS yearbook. “For
the first month, students and teachers
shared the adventure of using portable
bathrooms, drinking bottled water and
holding many classes outside in the
grass by the lake.”
The joy Marilyn Gatlin felt when
visiting the school she helped found was
evident in her smile when she visited
Corbett Prep’s campus throughout the
years. As she wrote in 2010, she was
excited to come to Corbett Prep and
“revisit all the wonders of this school
that has grown far beyond its founders’
wildest dreams.”
The enrollment and physical size
of the campus, sprawling across Orange
Grove Drive, surpasses the Independent
Day School that Gatlin knew. But Gatlin
and Anderson’s legacy remains evident
today in the joy and engagement found
in all Corbett Prep classrooms.

Independent Day School (IDS) was
founded in 1968. Gatlin and Anderson,
with the help of Sisk, were committed
to the ideal that happy children love
learning. If students are respected as
individuals and allowed to fulfill their
needs to investigate and be themselves,
they will show an excitement about
school and an eagerness to learn.

She was “proud and awestruck” to
see what the school had become, she
said in 2009.
Independent Day School, renamed
Corbett Preparatory School of IDS in
2012, grew out of a dream Gatlin and
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In just two years, the number
of grade levels at IDS doubled and
enrollment tripled. IDS needed more
space than the Temple Terrace church
facilities that had temporarily housed
the school. The founders moved to
eight acres of lakeside land, dotted with
peacocks, on Orange Grove Drive, and
the school continued to grow.

35

CORBETT PREP SPOTLIGHT
Corbett Preparatory School of IDS
Class of 2016

Fifty-eight 8th grade students graduated this spring from Corbett Prep. They were honored to be recruited by and accepted
to many schools. Their final selections included Academy of the Holy Names, Academy of the Lakes, Berkeley Preparatory
School, Bishop McLaughlin High School, Genesis Preparatory School, Jesuit High School, Plant High School, Steinbrenner
High School, Tampa Catholic High School, Tampa Preparatory School, Universal Academy of Florida, Wharton High School,
Wiregrass High School, and the International Baccalaureate Programme at Hillsborough High School.

Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman
Headmaster

Jim Conlin
President, Board of Trustees

Pam Ripple
Associate Headmaster

Cornelia Corbett
Past President, Board of Trustees
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