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WOWs in Abundance Dazzle Students
on First Day

T

eachers blended tradition and
innovation for a first day that featured
red carpets, rocket launches, scavenger
hunts and more — all designed to set the
stage for a school year of personal and
academic growth.
The first day of school is always an
active one at Corbett Prep. Walk around
the east and west sides of campus, and
around every corner, you’ll find students
engaged in lessons that fire up their
brains and encourage collaboration.
Teachers use brain-based research to
design these hands-on activities, known
as WOW moments.
Many of the WOWs that kicked off
the 2014-15 school year incorporated the
idea that school is a journey, and every
learner brings his or her own gifts and
talents to the experience.
The Middle School took on the big
question of the meaning of life — and
how it relates to sixth, seventh and eighth
grade — as they brought to life their
summer reading Jeremy Fink and the
Meaning of Life through a scavenger
hunt. The literary activity helped new
students familiarize themselves with the
campus and boosted teamwork among
advisory groups as they tackled various
challenges.
Across the street, the leaders of
the east side of campus were earning
their way into the exclusive penthouse
— the fifth-grade classrooms. Corbett
Prep’s new fifth-grade class met to learn
how to “RSVP” to gain a golden ticket
to their rooms. They had to complete
four quests for each letter of RSVP,
displaying Respect, Success, Vigor and
Perseverance during the activities. The
teachers wanted to make class building a
priority to set the tone for the rest of the
year.
The youngest children eagerly
embraced their WOWs. PreK3 learned
about how flowers grow and what they
need to survive as they planted their own
flower garden outside their classrooms.
PreK4 talked about transitions, likening
their journeys to hermit crabs who
outgrow their shells and move into
bigger ones. Kindergarten discussed
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attitudes and
learner profiles
and how they
symbolically
can fill an
“attitude bucket”
with positive
actions. Later,
they worked
in teams and
enthusiastically
cheered on each
other during a
relay to fill two
real buckets
with water.

Upper
Primary classes The Mighty Monkeys brainstormed their goals and tucked them into their
of first and
rockets for teachers to launch to the stars.
second graders
set goals, shared
The Navigator teachers arranged
dreams and spoke about the gifts they
a scavenger hunt and asked students
bring to the world.
to work together to uncover clues and
decode nautical signs to solve a riddle.
The multi-age “Cool Cats” sang
The riddle led them to a treasure box
and danced to “Put a Little Love in Your
of gems. The All-Stars received their
Heart” to reinforce their motto for the
colorful gems at the end of the school
year that they are “Cool Cats that Care.”
day, a reminder of their journey to
The other multi-age class “Brilliant
discover and collect knowledge.
Bugs” paired veteran and new Bugs for
their WOW. Together, students very
The fourth-grade “Going Places”
carefully carried envelopes containing
class also framed education as a journey,
live butterflies outdoors. The students
using their travel theme to prompt
whispered their wishes to the butterflies
discussions about how learning is
and released them to take their wishes to
sometimes fast and sometimes slow.
the sky. The “Mighty Monkeys” had a
They welcomed guest speaker Julio
similar mission, only they used rockets
Piazza, the father of two Corbett Prep
instead of butterflies. The students wrote
graduates who spoke about safety
goals for the year on paper and tucked
and how cars operate, while drawing
them into rockets, which teachers Andria
connections between the cars and the
Petty and Vickii Johnson launched
classroom. An art project stimulated
skyward.
creativity as students transformed
imprints of their feet into paintings of
Third and fourth graders also
cars to emphasize the uniqueness of each
experienced many WOW moments. The
one of them.
multi-age “All-Stars” and third-grade
“Navigator” classes read a story about a
Teachers carefully craft their
man who was told to gather rocks from
WOWs to ignite a spark that will
a river. To his surprise, the rocks turned
grow throughout the year and inspire
into gems. Teachers explained to students
enthusiasm and creativity. Students pick
that the gems represented knowledge
up on the passion their teachers have for
and the river was the classroom. Because
education and participate in the WOWs
everyone crosses the river eventually,
whole-heartedly.
students must take advantage of their
time in school and gather all the rocks, or
knowledge, possible.
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Corbett Prep Hosts Renowned Researcher Spencer
Kagan for Brain-Based Teaching Workshop
C
orbett Preparatory School of IDS
teachers are known for the ways
in which they stay on top of the latest
strategies for awakening new levels of
learning and increasing student success.

So when Dr. Spencer Kagan — an
internationally known expert in brainfriendly teaching — presented a special
workshop at Corbett Prep in May to
share his latest research on how to keep
students engaged in learning, Corbett
Prep teachers gladly participated.
Corbett Prep educators value creating a
collaborative spirit in the classroom and
often team-teach to model a cooperative
approach to learning.
Dr. Kagan hosted the one-day
workshop at Corbett Prep, a model
school for Kagan Cooperative Learning
for many years, to share with teachers
how to apply brain science to maximize
learning. The workshop presented new
research about how the brain learns
and ways teachers can target specific
brain centers for emotion, motivation,
memory, attention, and thinking.

Corbett Prep was one of
eight sites across the country
on Dr. Kagan’s “brain tour” this
year. Corbett Prep also held an
open house in February where
teachers from other schools
observed Corbett Prep teachers
using various Kagan structures
in class. Dr. Spencer Kagan
and his wife Laurie Kagan
have developed more than 200
cooperative structures designed
to engage students.

Dr. Kagan’s new book
Brain-Friendly Teaching: Tools, Dr. Kagan presented a workshop at Corbett Prep for
teachers on strategies and brain-based methods to
Tips & Structures details six
maximize learning.
brain-based principles that will
Studying together every week,
help teachers align how they
members
of the Corbett Prep faculty are
teach with how students actually learn.
well-versed in many ways to create a
brain-friendly learning environment by
Engaging, interactive classes
addressing specific learning styles (verbal,
grab students’ attention and keep
auditory, kinesthetic, tactile), providing
them motivated. As a result, students’
brain-breaks during the school day,
behavior improves, they learn more, and
using positive phrasing, and fostering an
they retain more information.
emotionally safe environment of dignity
and respect.

In addition to Kagan workshops,
Corbett Prep teachers attended trainings
all over the country this summer: Conceptbased Curriculum and Instruction with
Lois Lanning at the Lynn Erikson
Institute in Montana, New York-based
iCore training for iPads in Tampa, and
Confratute for Gifted Education and the
Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence,
both in Connecticut.

Corbett Prep is a Kagan Model School whose teachers use Kagan structures to increase
student engagement.
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“We consider teacher training to be at
the heart of education,” says Headmaster
Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman, who created
the school’s M.O.R.E (Multiple Options
for Results in Education) approach to
teacher training, the foundation of the
school’s dynamic learning community.
The M.O.R.E Model consists of seven
components and the skills/programs to
make them attainable: A Child-Centered
Vision, Appreciation for the Uniqueness
of the Learner, Motivational Strategies
to Increase Time on Task, A Community
Created of Dignity and Respect, TeacherStudent Presence, A Learning Community,
and Curriculum Development.
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Garden Club Lays Groundwork for Experiential Learning

T

o Will Chorvat, the Independent
Day School garden was a place
to learn science through hands-on
experience.

He and his friends in the Garden
Club spent afternoons there under
the guidance of teacher Judy Sobel,
watching caterpillars turn into
butterflies, mixing up earth-friendly
insect sprays and learning about the
produce they planted.
“Some of my best elementary
school memories were made in that
garden,” said Chorvat, who graduated
from Corbett Prep (then IDS) in 2006. “I
really appreciated where our food came
from, as well as the ability of nature to
sustain life. I felt pretty independent
when I was able to grow the food that I
would eat.”
His interest in science led him to
an environmental science degree from
the University of Central Florida. Now,
he is back at Corbett Prep preparing to
fulfill his dream to become a teacher,
and the garden — which had gone
dormant — is beginning to sprout again.
The new Garden Club started meeting
in the winter, this time with Sobel and
Chorvat working together.
Support from a Corbett Prep family
put the garden back on its feet. Parent
Rob Henning had noticed the empty
space near the drama classroom and saw
its potential for students of all ages.

Former teacher Judy Sobel returned to introduce students to the new garden and help
“peacock proof” plants in an earth-friendly manner. Sobel used the garden for hands-on
learning when she taught at Corbett Prep.

He collaborated with Green
Dreams, a sustainable solutions
landscaping company, to build wooden
planters and bring in material to prepare
the garden for its first crops. Green
Dreams enjoyed the project so much that
employees returned to donate their time
and teach the Garden Club’s first lesson.
The Garden Club meets after
school, and students are busy digging,
exploring and problem solving during
their sessions. When peacocks and
squirrels ate many of the initial crops,
the club brainstormed solutions,
experimenting with
scarecrows and metallic
ribbons to scare away
animal visitors safely.
Students discuss native and
invasive plants, snack on the
bananas growing overhead
and enjoy spending time
outside in the dirt and fresh
air.

Corbett Prep alumnus Will Chorvat gained an appreciation
for nature from working in the garden as a student and now
helps current students in this “living science lab.”

6

“They associate
gardening with fun, so the
learning is fun,” Henning
said.
Sobel said gardening
provides a great framework
for experiential learning that

gives students an active role in what and
how they learn.
“I always think of the garden as a
living science lab,” she said.
A Corbett Prep teacher for 27 years,
Sobel used to introduce students to the
garden through the club and as a part of
their classes. It provided a springboard
for discussions on science, math
and international cultures. Students
developed a sense of responsibility
when they had jobs in the garden and
learned to apply critical thinking skills
to plan for the future and to tackle
challenges that arose.
Now, a new generation of students
has the opportunity to explore the
garden, and Sobel is excited to team
with a former student. Chorvat called
it a “dream come true” to find himself
back in the garden with Sobel, this
time in a teaching role. He has always
appreciated the value Corbett Prep
places on creativity and addressing
different learning styles and said he
saw firsthand how important school
experiences can be.
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Tech Classes Inspire Digital Natives
to ‘Scratch’ the Surface of Coding

W

ith heads bent over laptops,
Corbett Prep Intermediate
students worked in pairs to move and
modify blocks of commands to animate
a cartoon cat on their computer screens.

Technology teacher Matt Melnick
kicked off lessons for third through
fifth graders on Scratch, a programming
language where elementary-aged
students can create interactive media,
such as stories, animations and games.
The activities provide the fun of
video games as they help students
gain understanding of mathematical
concepts and computational concepts,
including iteration and conditionals.
They tested sequences, adjusted
orders and embellished upon tasks once
they had mastered them, gasping with
delight when the cat reacted as they
had hoped. In future lessons, they will
build upon these basics to integrate
reading and writing while they create
storylines and animate characters from
books they read or history they studied.
The challenges rapidly increase in
difficulty with each step they complete.
“You can create games, and it
helps you with technology,” said Evan
Alexander, a fifth grader.

As digital natives,
students become
technologically fluent at an
early age. While the older
children tried out Scratch,
PreK4 and Kindergarten sat
down with iPads during their
class periods to learn about
coding on the app Kodable.
Kodable provides the building
blocks for children to learn
programming language when
they are older.

In December, Corbett
Corbett Prep students in all grades joined nearly 75
Prep students joined nearly
million people worldwide in an “Hour of Code,” an
75 million people from
initiative designed to draw attention to the importance of
across the world in the
computer science education.
Hour of Code, an initiative
designed to draw attention
and desktop computers to follow
to the importance of computer science
informative but fun coding lessons
education. Computer programming
online. Different courses were available
jobs are growing at twice the national
so all age groups could participate. One
average, but fewer than 2.4 percent of
Middle School student even coded on
students are graduating with degrees
a computer he helped build during an
in computer science. By 2020, it is
after-school program!
expected there will be 1.4 million
computing jobs and only 400,000
Technology teachers Darina
computer science students qualified for
Glover and Melnick organized the
these high-paying jobs.
schoolwide Hour of Code participation.
Why should students learn to code?
For the Hour of Code, students
Corbett Prep third graders offered these
on the East and West sides of campus
reasons:
logged on through iPads, laptops
• When you are older you can make a
website that can help other people.
• You could make a difference in the
world by inventing something.
• You can make movies and
electronics and video games, and it
would be really different.
• To communicate and learn.

Intermediate students learned coding basics as they tested commands to animate a cat on their
laptops through the program Scratch.
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At Corbett Prep, students learn to
work on multiple platforms — tablets,
laptops and desktops and Macs and PCs
— so they remain adaptable in an everchanging world. While some of these
students will pursue computer science
careers, all benefit from a background
in computer programming. Learning
how to design programs on a computer
helps students develop problem-solving
techniques and reasoning skills and
encourages them to think both logically
and creatively.
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E A R LY P R I M A R Y D I V I S I O N U P D AT E

Museum-Style Gallery Showcases PreK3
Perspectives Through Art
“How We Express
Ourselves.”

PreK3 artists impressed guests with their paintings of starry nights,
portraits, and water lilies. Students studied masterworks as they
explored the International Baccalaureate unit “How We Express
Ourselves.”

T

he sounds of a harp floated
throughout the art gallery as
students and parents strolled among
paintings and sculptures and nibbled on
hors d’oeuvres.
The artists were proud to show their
work, explaining to their guests how
they painted in the style of Vincent van
Gogh or pointing out the large canvas
where several of them helped create an
homage to Jackson Pollock.
The difference between this art
show and other galleries? These artists
are 3 and 4 years old.
PreK3 teachers at Corbett Prep
transformed the school’s Grand
Room into a museum to showcase
the masterworks their students
produced during a unit on how unique
perspectives shape self expression.
The artists they studied and
methods they used sparked creativity
among the students as they explored
the International Baccalaureate unit
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They perched
by the Corbett
Prep pond to study
the bridge and
replicate it in the
impressionistic
style of Monet.
They shimmied
under a table to
paint on their backs
like Michelangelo
working on the
Sistine Chapel,
talking about what it
must have been like
for him to paint in
that position for four
years.

The experiences throughout the
unit showed students that art takes
many forms as artists choose different
methods to demonstrate their thoughts
and feelings. Perspective influences
both how art is created and how others
respond to it. In creating their own
artwork, students experimented with
ways to express themselves, while
honing their fine motor skills.
Research shows that introducing
young children to the arts stimulates
imagination and encourages a lifelong
appreciation for art. The diversity of
displays and the pride the students
took in sharing their work showed that
creative expression is valuable for artists
of all ages.

Fourth- and
fifth-grade ballerinas visited the PreK3
classroom to perform, which allowed
the students to observe and draw the
dancers. They discussed how an interest
in movement inspired Degas to paint
both dancers and horses. They saw how
tiny toys and trinkets take on new life
when mounted together and painted
monochromatically as sculptor Louise
Nevelson may have done.
“I love seeing their faces as they
explore something new,” teacher Leah
Gucciardi said.
Their journey through the art
world took them to the Renaissance
and into modern times, introducing
them to the many different styles,
tools and techniques men and women
have used to create art. The PreK3
students then had a chance to replicate
each artist’s work in paint, clay, paper
and even beans, bringing their unique
interpretation to everything they
did. Words are also a form of artistic
expression, and the teachers compiled
the students’ poetry in books for parents.

Students created their own interpretations
of artists’ works including this nod to Louise
Nevelson’s sculptures.
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Early Primary Space Simulation
Launches Out-of-this-World Learning

E

arly Primary astronauts donned
their paper bag helmets and plastic
bottle space packs and marched toward
the launchpad, as the countdown clock
began ticking.
Ready for liftoff, a model rocket
waited for them on the Middle School
field. The students formed a large circle,
counted down at T-minus ten minutes
and shouted “blast off!” They cheered
and covered their ears as the rocket sped
skyward.
Corbett Prep students had officially
embarked on a “Mission to Space.”
PreK4 and Kindergarten teachers
planned the mission as the culmination
to their “Out of this World” unit, which
took students on a journey around the
solar system. Students spent weeks
studying the skies above them, inquiring
about the exploration and discoveries in
space, the dynamics of the solar system
and how the solar system connects to
patterns in the world.
The multidisciplinary unit stretched
into many subject areas. Making
predictions and observations about
the universe, students learned how the
scientific process works. They witnessed
history as they watched videos of
astronauts setting foot on the moon
and footage of a rover exploring Mars.
They discussed and debated the future
of space exploration, including the pros
and cons of space tourism — something
they likely will see become a reality one
day.
Teachers incorporated math
concepts into the curriculum as well.
Corbett Prep astronauts jumped along
number lines and solved addition and
subtraction problems. Using rulers,
they measured various-sized planets
and space shuttles, comparing and
contrasting the data they collected.
PreK4 students illustrated journals
to accompany facts they wrote about the
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planets in English and Spanish.
At home, kindergartners and
their families logged the phases
of the moon every evening for a
week, documenting in writing and
with drawings the changes they
observed.

Their hard work culminated
in a special day that started with
the rocket launch to let students
begin to simulate a space mission.
After a successful launch at the
Middle School, the students
returned to their classrooms
for several STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Math) centers that were designed
for the Early Primary astronauts
to create materials needed for
the mission or to explore their
destination, the moon.
“Just as when astronauts go
into space, you have jobs you
must complete,” kindergarten
teacher Ashley Davis told the
class as they prepared for a busy
morning.

PreK4 and Kindergarten students watched a model
rocket launch to kick off their “Mission to Space.”

The students boarded the Apollo 11
“elevator” to begin their mission. Inside
a giant planetarium, kindergartners
watched their journey through space
(thanks to a Magic School Bus video
projected onto the ceiling). After
arriving on the moon, the astronauts
strapped on spongy “space boots”
to bounce across the lunar surface, a
transformed classroom.
“It’s squishy!” kindergartener Kate
Sorensen said, bouncing on the sponges
as she prepared for her moonwalk.
Students in the other PreK4 and
Kindergarten rooms divided into small
teams to work on their tasks. With
footage from the actual moon landing
playing on a Smart Board, the students
constructed Lego rovers to explore their
moon’s surface and took turns reading
nonfiction in the research center.

They made stargazer telescopes
to replicate how they might look for
celestial bodies, mixed ingredients to
form their own moon rocks and painted
constellations they observed. They
became part of “Mission Stardust,”
acting out the roles of scientists
collecting dust and particle samples of a
comet.
The Mission to Space activities
sparked more than imagination. These
meaningful, hands-on activities helped
students make real-life connections to
what they had learned throughout the
solar system unit. Corbett Prep Early
Primary teachers believe those kinds
of connections allow students to better
retain information they gain during their
PreK4 and Kindergarten years and apply
it for future lessons and experiences.
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Corbett Prep Pilgrims Immerse Themselves in the
Lives of Early Settlers and the First Thanksgiving
T
he Early Primary Pilgrims prepared
to board the Mayflower, clutching
tiny pouches containing their fare for the
voyage, and debated what would happen
if they lost their pennies.
Would they have to swim to the
New World? Stay at home? But then
one student came up with a thoroughly
modern solution — they could
download an app to pay the fee on their
smartphones.
The world PreK4 and Kindergarten
students experience today is far different
from the one that children knew in 1620.
But students at Corbett Prep gained a
better understanding of history after
immersing themselves in the interactive
social studies and science unit “A Living
Thanksgiving.”
The lessons, spread over several days
in November, bring the Thanksgiving
story to life and are part of a beloved
tradition for students in Corbett Prep’s
Early Primary Division. The experience
has evolved to incorporate an inquiry
program that takes students on a journey
through traditions and storytelling.
Teachers read and introduce students
to a variety of fiction and nonfiction,
including legends, to help them learn
about the past and how storytelling has
changed and developed throughout
history.

“Living Thanksgiving” is an
interactive unit that challenges
students in multiple ways and
appeals to a variety of intelligences.
Books about Pilgrim life connect to
verbal-linguistic intelligences, while
time outdoors working with wood,
planting gardens, thatching roofs and
washing clothes stimulate naturalist
and kinesthetic intelligences.
Teachers also ask open-ended
questions to prompt students to “see,
think and wonder” and encourage
students to contrast their lifestyle
with the Pilgrims.

Early Primary Pilgrims enjoyed the results of their
hard work with a feast that featured vegetables they
had harvested and cleaned.

“Do you think the life of a
Pilgrim was easy?” PreK4 teacher Teresa
Krig asked her class. Students would
discover during their studies how hard
Pilgrims of all ages worked.
Corbett Prep students started
their educational journey through the
17th century by signing the ship’s log
and climbing aboard the Mayflower,
permanently docked near their
classrooms.
“We sailed 66 days,” said
kindergartner Eric Walker Jr.
The trip was rough, students said,
taking on their roles with enthusiasm.
They even had to leave their toys in
England.

Once they landed in Massachusetts,
they began the work of setting up a
community and sustaining themselves.
Dressed in vests, aprons and bonnets,
students made candles for light, assembled
scrubbers to clean vegetables and tied
pine needles together for brooms. They
stuffed pillowcases for their beds, wove
cloth and made butter. The famous Native
American Squanto even surprised the
young Pilgrims with a visit and taught
them how to use fish as fertilizer, and the
Early Primary Pilgrims excitedly showed
him what they had accomplished since
their arrival.
Students, teachers and parent
volunteers celebrated their hard work with
a feast featuring vegetables “harvested”
from their winter crop as well as turkey
and pumpkin pie. While the original
Pilgrims endured many struggles, the
Corbett Prep Pilgrims enjoyed their time
in Plymouth.
“This is an awesome Pilgrimland,”
PreK4 student Aydan Shah said as he
washed clothes one morning.

Aboard the Mayflower, teachers point to way to the New World for the Pilgrims as part of their
journey through history during the social studies unit “A Living Thanksgiving.”
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Corbett Prep teachers believe
creating memorable experiences enables
students to strengthen connections
between what they experience in their
lives and what they learn about history.
Thanksgiving now will hold new
meaning and significance to the students
who had the chance this year to learn
about it by living it.
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U P P E R P R I M A R Y D I V I S I O N U P D AT E

First and Second Graders Read to Feed, Raise
Money for Heifer International

sufficient. “Giving an animal is like
giving someone a small business,”
according to Heifer International’s
website.
Corbett Prep presented a check to a
local Heifer International representative,
who visited the school to thank the
students and share with them Heifer’s
story. Students enjoyed acting out the
roles of farmers, donors and recipients
and demonstrating how the gifts have
lasting effects.

Upper Primary students presented a check with the money they raised to a Heifer International
representative, who visited Corbett Prep to thank students and share Heifer’s story.

A

cow, a water buffalo and a
llama, plus some sheep, rabbits,
honeybees, chickens and more will go
to needy families across the world —
all thanks to the books Upper Primary
students read during the school year.
A reading challenge prompted
Corbett Prep’s first and second graders
to transform the pages they read into
positive change for people living in
poverty. Students received donations
from family and friends in exchange
for their participation. The classes read
enough during the year to collect a
record amount and together presented a
check to Heifer International for more
than $1,200.

geese, ducks and chickens. The animals
help in many ways and may provide
meat, wool, milk or eggs. Families may
breed animals and sell them or use them
to plow fields or fertilize soil for crops,
which they can use for themselves
or sell to raise money to become self

The understanding students gain
about global problems and solutions is
what makes participating in the Read to
Feed program so important, said teacher
Ted Richter.
The experience shows students
how different their lives may be and
how one simple gift — a cow or a goat,
for example — has the power to help
over and over again. “They are learning
about paying it forward and helping
other people,” Richter said.

But what is unique about Heifer
International is where the money goes.
Heifer International provides livestock
and agricultural training to help families
and communities become more self
reliant. Students participating in Heifer’s
“Read to Feed” fundraiser browse the
organization’s catalog and pick out the
animals and items they want to donate.
Corbett Prep’s Upper Primary
students raised enough to pay for several
animals as well as bees and flocks of
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Students acted out the roles of farmers, donors and recipients to demonstrate how donations to
Heifer International have lasting effects worldwide.
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Upper Primary Turns STEAM Into Action
D

ish soap, yeast, food coloring and
hydrogen peroxide greeted Upper
Primary students when they entered their
classrooms. Separately, the ingredients
looked perfectly normal. But mixed
together, the resulting chemical reaction
brought dramatic surprises.

“We learned that
science experiments are
fun,” wrote “Brilliant
Bug” Ronak Mehta after
the project. “If you do it
wrong, it’s OK. You can
re-start it.”

Teachers had asked students to think
about what might happen when they
mixed different ingredients together, and
the students tracked their steps and the
results. Small variations led to outcomes
that, in some cases, left big impressions.
First and second graders gasped and
shouted with excitement as a thick foam
dubbed “elephant toothpaste” poured out
of the containers and bubbled on a tray.
They poked and sniffed the concoction
and talked about why some groups had
better luck than others and changes they
could have made.

The process
introduced the concept of
the design cycle, while
encouraging students to
explore materials and
investigate how they
might work together to
prompt a reaction.

Students visited hands-on stations during STEAM Fest, a
morning of educational activities to engage all ages.

Elephant toothpaste
marked a fun and
memorable way to kick off the Upper
Primary STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) units
students studied throughout
the school year. The efforts
culminated with STEAM Fest
in the spring, a morning of
educational activities designed
to engage and interest all ages.
Junior and senior
buddies from PreK3-5th
grade paired up to explore a
theme of “Presto Change-o!”

through 10 centers across the Corbett
Prep campus. Early and Upper Primary
teachers organized the hands-on stations
to promote a high level of involvement,
stimulate creativity and exercise
problem-solving skills.
All topics related to the concept
of change. Students experimented
with making silly putty, observed what
happens to Ivory soap when heated in
the microwave, built cities out of Legos,
painted with ice, developed their own
math problems and more. As with Field
Day and Young Authors Day, teachers
paired younger and older students,
designating Intermediate students to
act as “senior buddies.” The older
students escorted “junior buddies” to
different rooms and offered help and
encouragement on tough tasks while
acting as teammates on other activities
that varied in difficulty to appeal to all
ages.
Cultivating an interest in STEAM
at a young age helps prepare students for
careers in fast-growing fields, including
many jobs that command healthy
salaries. But experiments conducted and
topics studied benefit all students. As
students learn to make observations, form
predictions and analyze information,
they are learning to apply their natural
curiosity to solve problems and
ultimately gain a better understanding of
how the world works.
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I N T E R M E D I AT E D I V I S I O N U P D AT E

Third and Fourth Grade Students
Embark on a Journey of Exploration

G

old was out there, the explorers
knew. They just had to find it.

Was it in the playground? Beneath a
bench in the Pavilion? Hidden on Harry’s
Deck? Third and fourth graders at Corbett
Prep set out to canvas the campus and see
what they would discover.
More than a scavenger hunt, the
exercise got students up and moving as
they learned about early world explorers
by taking on a quest themselves. Students
worked in teams, planning their strategies
before venturing out. Everyone returned
to the classrooms at the end to reflect on
their experiences and reactions.

The hands-on activity kicked off
the International Baccalaureate (IB)
unit “Where We Are in Place and Time
— Land Ho!” The central idea is that
exploration leads to discovery, which
can, in turn, lead to change. During the
unit, students discuss the reasons humans
explore, the responsibilities of explorers
and the changes that occur as a result.
Students learn about European explorers
as a springboard to investigate other
cultures and how their discoveries were
impacted.
Role-playing explorers brings
movement to the lesson, which helps
students retain what they are learning.
David Sousa, an international consultant
in educational neuroscience, says that
physical activity stimulates the brain’s
long-term storage functions. The novelty
of an on-campus exploration also attracts
and holds students’ attention.
Like explorers centuries ago, the
Corbett Prep students embarked on the
quests with a mixture of confidence
and curiosity. Some teams would return
victorious, while some were left emptyhanded. They questioned their search
methods and how they used their time.
One team mirrored
economic reality by
expressing frustration
over limited
resources.

Students worked in teams to plan strategies for
their exploration and later shared where they
looked and the prizes they found.

Third grade teachers Laura
Czerwionka and Tracey Price said it was
exciting to see the looks on students’
faces when the gold was found. “The
kids experienced a glimpse of history and
learned about the perseverance involved
in being an explorer,” Czerwionka said.
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It was OK to
feel disappointed
or upset about
missing the gold,
said third and fourth
grade teacher Ann
Cashen. Those were
feelings that actual
explorers would have
encountered, because
they had such a
passion for what they
were doing.

Finding gold could also have
unexpected results, the students learned.
A team representing Spain had to give
up their treasure to the queen, played by
teacher Carmyn Samuel. She collected
her prize and rewarded the team with
small tokens in exchange.
“But this is so tiny,” team members
protested. “We want our treasure back!”
Third and fourth grade teachers use
the simulation to help students understand
the hunger and drive real explorers felt
as they searched for a limited resource. It
could have been gold, diamonds or items
to trade, such as spices, said fourth grade
teacher Kim Rostick. At Corbett Prep, the
prize was chocolate.
“You know it’s out there
somewhere,” Rostick said, as her class
prepared to go outside. “You just have to
find it.”
Whether they experienced sweet
success or returned to the classroom
empty-handed, all Corbett Prep explorers
came away from the experience with a
better understanding of their world, its
history and the shared experiences among
different cultures.

Fourth graders gathered for advice from their teachers on where the
“gold” they sought might be hidden.
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Fifth Graders Establish Little Free Library
A

new library opened at Corbett Prep
that encourages reading with an
environmentally friendly twist: “Leave a
Book; Take a Book.”

The Fifth Grade Leadership Council
installed its first Little Free Library box
on the East Side of the Corbett Prep
campus as part of a community service
project to benefit the school. People are
encouraged to recycle their old books by
bringing in books they have enjoyed and
leaving them on the shelves for someone
else. Anyone can stop by the Little Free
Library to browse the collection and
take a book that interests them.
All books are free. Regular,
voluntary donations sustain the
collection and ensure that visitors
always find something to read.

Fifth grader Patrick Smith, an avid
reader, shared the Little Free Library
idea with the Leadership Council this
school year after spotting several boxes
in Dunedin, where his grandparents live.
He loved the idea and the way the boxes
looked.
“I just thought it would be a fun
thing to do,” Patrick said.
Modeled after a birdhouse, the
beautifully painted library box is
located near the steps to the fifth grade
classrooms and is easily accessible to all
Intermediate students. The Leadership
Council hopes to generated enough
interest to build and install additional
library boxes with collections geared
toward Primary and Middle School
students and possibly adults as well.

Students in the All-Star class hold up gummy worms and
bookmarks the Leadership Council brought to remind them
to become bookworms.

Every year, the Fifth
Grade Leadership Council
selects two community
service projects — one
within Corbett Prep and
one to reach a broader area,
typically a used book sale
that benefits the Cochlear
Implant Assistance Program.
Students join the Leadership
Council by writing about
leadership traits and sharing
what they wrote with

The Leadership Council stocked the shelves
with the library’s first books. Corbett Prep
now has two library boxes on the East Side of
campus.

their class. Each Intermediate grade,
third through fifth grade, has its own
Leadership Council.
Building the box could have posed
a challenge, but the Smith family lives
next to George Page, who loves to build.
He built the library box, adding a glass
door to protect books from the elements.
Patrick and his mother, Sarah, painted it.
Sarah Smith said she was thrilled
how the project came together and was
proud of her son’s part. Smith has also
officially registered Corbett Prep’s box
as a member of the Little Free Library
network, and it will appear on the world
map.
The Leadership Council was able
to install a second box near the office
before the end of the school year, thanks
to Don Herrmann, who worked with his
grandson, Tyler Jones, on the project.

Anyone can stop by the Little Free Library to browse the collection and take a book that
interests them for free. Students who want a book are encouraged to bring in one they enjoyed
to exchange.
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More than 20,000 Little Free
Libraries have been established
worldwide, according to the nonprofit
organization. The Little Free Library’s
mission is to promote literacy and a
love of reading and build a sense of
community as participants share skills,
creativity and wisdom.
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iPads Are Instrumental in Corbett Prep Concerts
W

inter concerts at Corbett Prep this
year featured a new type of band
— one with instruments that respond to
a tap and can be recharged nightly.
Technology and music merged
during Corbett Prep’s Grandparents’
Day and Fine Arts Night in November
and December. Members of the fifth
grade iPad band showed audiences their
abilities to perform in innovative and
traditional styles, switching smoothly
from xylophones to iPads and back.

Music teacher Michael LeBlanc
offered students the opportunity to
experiment with digital drumming
during the concerts. He downloaded free
rhythm apps featuring world drums and
taught the students how to use the iPads
as percussion. The students already
knew how to navigate iPads from their
experience at Corbett Prep and home,
but the musical application took them in
a different direction.
The result was a sound true to
the original instruments. LeBlanc had
students start on xylophones and then
put down their mallets to play on the
iPads. The performance ended with
some students playing xylophones and
some playing computers.
“It’s a completely different feel,”
LeBlanc said. “I wanted them to blend
with the real sounds of the xylophones.”
Fifth grader Julia Martin said
students had to adjust the techniques
they used on traditional drums for the
tablets.
Tapping different spots of the
iPad drums produced different tones,
which they expected, but the screen was
smaller than a drum surface. Students
had to use one or two fingers when
playing the iPad, instead of their entire
hand as they normally would.
“It’s really different, because on
the iPad, you can’t press as hard,” Julia
said.
The students also had to make sure
they kept up the beat. It seemed more
noticeable when they fell out of sync

Corbett Prep Press 2014-15

on the tablets, compared to when they
played on actual drums, she said.

The fifth graders in the group had
volunteered for the performance, giving
up free time to rehearse. Soon, more
students will
have a chance
to experiment
with iPads as
instruments.
LeBlanc and
technology
teacher Matt
Melnick are
working
together to
develop more
cross-curricular
opportunities.

or enhancing their vocals through
software. The role of technology will
continue to grow, and future musicians
need to be prepared.
“This is the time we live in,”
LeBlanc said.

The
performing arts
is a big part
of the school
day and after
school through
the Community
School of the
Arts at Corbett
Prep. LeBlanc
said he always
At rehearsal, students experimented with the best ways to play the iPad,
will favor real
using two fingers to keep the beat.
instruments
over virtual
ones, and it is
important to make
sure students are
exposed to actual
instruments they
can hold and play.
But introducing
students to iPads
as music makers
benefits them, too.
It is another way to
cultivate an interest
in learning music,
and it paves the
way for the future.
Computers already
are entrenched in
Fifth grade’s iPad performance included xylophones by themselves
the music world,
and blended with iPads so students could listen to the different
whether performers
combinations of sounds.
are playing on apps
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M I D D L E S C H O O L D I V I S I O N U P D AT E

Electives Take Students to Mars and Beyond

I

magine life on Mars — your life on
Mars. How would you travel there?
What would your home look like? How
would you grow food?

Middle School students at Corbett
Prep looked for answers to these types
of questions in a new elective called
“Mission to Mars.” During the 12-week
class, the students assumed the roles
of scientists to inhabit Mars, using
experiments and research individually
and in teams to finalize a Mars
colonization plan.
The class teacher is Pavel
Terentev, an entrepreneur, a science and
engineering enthusiast, a former CAMP
IDS counselor and owner of a tutoring
company. Known to his students as
“Mr. Paul,” Terentev is a charismatic
presenter who created “Mission to
Mars” to inspire wonder and encourage
enthusiasm among students who have an
interest in space exploration. It’s one of
the many electives available to Corbett
Prep Middle School students throughout
the school year.
Electives meet at least once a week
and offer students a chance to go beyond
the core academic curriculum and
expand their opportunities. Students can
pursue passions, challenge themselves
and uncover new areas of interest. Art,
band, computer programming, French,
geometry, musical theatre, STEM and

photography
are among the
long list of
elective choices
for students
in grades 6
through 8.

Middle
School students
also sign up
for clubs,
which include
academic,
artistic and
athletic options.
Students can
Middle School students use a 3D printer to create models of items they
learn Bollywood would need on Mars in their elective “Mission to Mars.”
dance,
Mars” because he wanted to learn more
build model
about Mars and how spaceships were
vehicles and buildings, compete on
designed. He sees himself staying on
the Mathletics team, perfect their back
Earth, however.
handsprings and more.
In “Mission to Mars,” students
began by learning the basics about
Mars, space travel, and the obstacles
scientists face when planning to create a
human colony on another planet.

So much progress has been made
in space travel and exploration that it
is a strong possibility others will visit
or move to Mars in a Corbett Prep
student’s lifetime.

After they completed studying
and took an exam they began using
Sketchup to start planning their own
colony. Google Sketchup is a computer
program used to create 3D models that
the students used to design mockups of
space shuttles and life support crafts.
The class was also
challenged to use the
program to quickly
design everyday items
they would need on
Mars, such as forks
and keys. That way
they could use the
3D printer to create
supplies for their
colony rather than pack
everything they needed
on Earth.

“Mars is our closest planet, and we
could possibly go there,” Connor said.
“It’s amazing to think about that.”

How could you grow food to sustain life on Mars? Students in the
elective created this option.
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Seventh grader
Connor Leach signed
up for “Mission to

Students used Google Sketchup first to
design their 3D models of space shuttles,
life support crafts, and even forks and keys.
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IB Capstone Projects Stir Creativity and
Compassion in Eighth Grade

B

oxes overflowed with donations
on the East and West sides of
campus, and posters shared information
about numerous needs as Corbett Prep
students raised money, held food and
clothing drives and advocated for
dozens of charitable organizations.
As the school year neared its end,
students in both eighth and fifth grade
immersed themselves in International
Baccalaureate projects, culminating
activities designed to showcase skills
they have honed as IB students.
The projects are a valued tradition
among fifth graders and an exciting
new addition for the eighth grade, said
Tom Bronson, one of the teachers who
oversaw the Middle School efforts. The
change gave middle school students
an opportunity to demonstrate different
elements of the IB Learner Profile, the
“approaches to learning” skills (social,
thinking, research, communication
and self management skills) they have
developed as well as disciplinary skills
gained through the core curriculum.

The IB Programme encompasses
the Primary Years Programme (PYP) for
ages 3-12, the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) for ages 11-16 and the Diploma
Programme for ages 16-19.
Historically, the IB Programme has had
capstone projects at the culmination of
each of these — the Exhibition after
fifth grade to finish PYP, the Personal
Project to mark the end of the MYP
after 10th grade and the Extended Essay
to finish the Diploma Programme in
12th grade. Each project increases in
rigor and time commitment, but all are
interest-based and allow students to
demonstrate multiple skill sets.
But for many U.S. students, the
MYP ends after eighth grade. Few
U.S. high schools continue MYP into
ninth and 10th grade. Knowing this,
IB decided to create a Community
Project option for programmes that end
before 10th grade. The Community
Project requires students to identify a
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community, pinpoint a need
within that community and
work to address the need.
Corbett Prep eighth graders
used time in advisory
groups and on their own to
research, discuss and create
a plan of action.

It provided Corbett
Prep with an interesting
chance to see how the
MYP builds upon the
PYP. Students who attend
Eighth graders embraced a new challenge: to participate
Corbett Prep in the Primary in a Community Project to showcase skills they learned as
Years draw from what
IB students. One organization the students chose, a Golden
they have learned as IB
Retriever rescue, visited the Middle School to thank students
for their hard work.
students to prepare for
the fifth grade Exhibition,
time at community centers, food banks
which spotlights causes they select and
and beach clean-ups. Representatives
research. Fifth graders this year used
from the Golden Retriever Rescue
the power of performance to introduce
of Southwest Florida — one of the
audiences to their Exhibition projects,
organizations students chose — even
combining drama, music and dance
visited the Middle School to thank
to reflect the theme “When the Whole
Corbett Prep for its hard work.
World is Silent, Even One Voice Can
Make a Difference.” After the heartfelt
Through inquiry and research,
presentation, parents and classmates
Corbett
Prep students became
browsed displays the students prepared
knowledgeable
about how they
about the local and global causes they
personally
could
make a difference in
had selected to support and research.
their community with positive action.
The rising eighth grade class already
The fifth grade experience is a rite
has begun to research options for their
of passage from the PYP to the MYP
Community Projects, Bronson said.
and now will lay the groundwork for the
Teachers are looking forward to seeing
eighth grade Community Project.
what these students learned from the
Eighth graders embraced the new
Class of 2015 and how they will take the
challenge with a wide variety of projects
Community Project to the next level.
that showed
their creativity
and compassion.
Projects ranged
from transporting
pets for adoption
to creating youth
sports programs
for inner city
youth. Students
set up donation
drives for animal
shelters, children’s
hospitals and food
pantries, as well as
volunteered their

Fifth graders use the power of performance to share their IB
Exhibition projects, combining drama, music and dance to reflect the
theme of how one person can make a difference in the world.
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NEP Pilots World Youth Council at Corbett Prep
S

tudents from three schools gathered
at Corbett Preparatory School of
IDS to examine how teens treat each
other online and lay the groundwork
for future conversations that could hold
global significance.

Middle and high school students
participated in the first “World Youth
Council” in April. The nonprofit
National Educator Program (NEP)
hosted the event to bring together
students and educators to address
pressing issues facing young people
worldwide. Their topic for the first
meeting was how to help “kindness go
viral” and give students positive ways to
address negativity online.

NEP seeks to provide an
international perspective in its
efforts, and the organization plans to
include students from other countries
in its future World Youth Council
meetings. Sister Marinela Delonga
of the Opuzen Primary School of
Croatia was the keynote speaker at
the Tampa conference, and students
also had the opportunity to Skype with
an administrator, staff members and
students at a school in Afghanistan.

we speak to each other and when we
understand each other.”
During the two-day conference,
students shared research they had done
on online interactions and the risks
students face when dealing with friends
and strangers on social media and web
sites. Then they broke into small groups
to develop action plans that address
how students and schools can prevent
and address cyberbullying incidents.

NEP works with educators across
the United States and worldwide,
seeking to develop school leaders,
provide support and facilitate school
improvement initiatives. Corbett Prep
social studies teacher Mark Thompson
is the organization’s executive director.
Several Corbett Prep seventh
graders attended along with high school
students from Tampa’s Chamberlain
High School and the Cultural Academy
for the Arts and Sciences (CAAS),
NEP’s lab school in New York.

Students attending the first World Youth Council listen intently via Skype to Ehsanullah
Ehsan, principal of the Kandahar Institute of Modern Studies in Afghanistan.

Ehsanullah Ehsan,
principal and founder of
the Kandahar Institute
of Modern Studies in
Afghanistan, told the
U.S. students about how
technology can be a
force for good.

Students write their reactions to quotes addressing leadership,
online behavior, and the positive actions teens can take in
today’s technology-driven culture.
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“It’s a big world, but
technology has brought
us quite close to each
other. We have to break
the barriers and speak to
each other. This is our
world and we have to
make it peaceful,” Ehsan
said. “We as human
beings, I believe, have to
unite. We can unite when

		
Students emphasized the
importance of digital etiquette and
suggested tips for their peers to try,
such as keeping passwords private and
connecting only with friends. They
also talked about resources schools
could provide, ways to educate students
about the dangers of cyberbullying and
how to build students’ self esteem and
confidence.
Diane Varano, principal of
CAAS, organized the youth council
and called the participating students
“groundbreakers.”
“Your efforts will leave a legacy for
youth to come together and solve issues
that affect students globally,” Varano
told the group.
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Community Service Inspires Reflection

B

efore the busy morning began,
Corbett Prep Middle School
students took a moment to pause and
reflect.

In a few hours, Middle School
student advisory groups would fan
across the Tampa Bay area for their
traditional day of service. Music teacher
Tom McColley’s group arrived at
Corbett Prep early in the morning to
start the day with some service at home
— cooking breakfast for the school
facilities staff, office and teachers.
Cooking, serving and eating
breakfast together builds camaraderie
among the students, McColley said, and
sets the right tone for a day out in the
community.
“We think about what we have done
and what we will do,” he said.
Reflection goes hand in hand
with volunteerism during the Middle
School’s annual Community Service
Day. Teachers lead advisory groups
through discussions and writing
exercises that help them process what

they experienced
and put their
contributions into
a bigger context.
Students performed
service work
at several area
organizations,
working with
children, visiting the
elderly, helping the
needy and taking
care of animals.

Middle School students posed in front of Feeding America Tampa
Bay, one of the many organizations Corbett Prep visited on
Community Service Day. When they returned to school, students
reflected about how the experiences affected their outlooks.

Several students
said that they wanted to
continue volunteering
on their own time. Rishi
Padmanabhan, a sixth grader
who helped at the Salvation
Army, said it is important for
students to do what they can.
“We want to give back,”
he said, “because we are
very fortunate to have a great
school, and we want to help
Corbett Prep Middle School student advisory groups
others.”

blanketed the Tampa Bay area for their annual day of
service. Local preschool students enjoyed their time with the
middle school students.

Annual Retreat Builds Middle School Community of Dignity and Respect

E

ighth graders jumped to their feet to applaud sixth and seventh graders as they walked into the Farish Center for the
beginning of the annual Middle School Retreat.

It may seem small, but it is significant. The gesture highlights one of the many ways Corbett Preparatory School of IDS
seeks to develop a supportive Middle School community, where students can take risks and be themselves without fear of
judgment. Headmaster Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman, who led the sessions along with the Middle School teachers, returned to that
theme repeatedly as she spoke to students, shared motivational videos and encouraged them to reflect.
At the beginning of every school year, Middle School teachers and students gather for what has become a Corbett Prep
tradition, an on-campus retreat. It takes place over two mornings and is modeled after the teacher training Dr. Swarzman has
conducted for thousands of teachers worldwide. Middle School students experience a simulation of a corporate educational
retreat.
The goal was to explore themes embedded in a Corbett Prep education, and
students were guided through conversations on communication skills, community
building and the brain’s reactions to different scenarios. Students even learned about
some classroom management techniques that are included in the school’s teacher
training, which more than 7,000 visitors have come to observe.
The Middle School retreat helps establish a community of learners who value
continuous improvement and honor the uniqueness of every individual.
“We can do anything we want to do, either by ourselves or — more powerfully
— as a group,” Dr. Swarzman said. “I encourage you to make your life at Corbett
Prep the best it can possibly be.”

Corbett Prep Press 2014-15

19

F I N E A R T S U P D AT E

Art Exhibit and Performances Spotlight
Art Appreciation, Student Talent

N

evelson-style sculptures created
in candy colors. Flowers and
palm trees glowing in neon. Curved
clay originals artfully arranged. Pastel
paper layered to evoke topographical
maps. Self portraits emerging from
torn paper. Drawings and paintings in
multiple media, carefully matted and
thoughtfully displayed.

“We’re looking at each child’s
art individually, and we’re looking
for something that makes them proud
or that shows who they are,” said art
teacher Debbie Kerr.

The annual art exhibit at Corbett
Preparatory School of IDS has
transformed the Farish Center into a
gallery to showcase student work and
foster art appreciation.

Every grade is represented, from
PreK3 through 8th grade, and students
of all ages enjoy wandering through the
exhibits. The younger students see the
types of projects they can look forward
to in future grades. Older students
look at younger children’s work and
appreciate their effort because they have
been in their shoes.

To prepare, Corbett Prep art
teachers comb through hundreds of
projects students produce in class since
the year began. Teachers select at least
one example of art per student, seeking
to balance different types of art with
pieces that show students’ best efforts.

The diversity of the artwork
reflects student creativity and inspires
discussions about the broad applications
of art. Students learn about art history
and famous artists as well as how art
ties into their daily lives. Drawing a
flower, for example, can teach about
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symmetry and fractions as students see
how something is divided into thirds,
fourths and fifths. Students also gain
an understanding of how art works in
various professional fields, such as
graphic, home, fashion or landscape
design.
The art show goes hand in hand with
the Spring Fine Arts performances,
providing families with the opportunity
to experience the many talents of the
students.
Watching peer performances helps
students practice being a respectful
audience, and visiting the exhibit
together encourages them to talk about
art. The experience fosters respect for
all art forms and generates connections
to other cultures, countries or historical
periods.
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L U P D AT E

Elementary and Middle School World Connections Open the
Bridge to International Mindedness

A

dozen students from Madrid spent
three weeks at Corbett Prep in
October, providing a valuable opportunity
for U.S. and Spanish students to develop
lifelong friendships and cultivate a better
understanding of other cultures.
Students in grades 4-8 from Colegios
Ramón y Cajal (CRC) were matched with
Corbett Prep host buddies of the same
age for their stay, becoming fast friends
as they attended classes together and
explored the Tampa Bay area.
The students practiced their English
and Spanish as they chatted about
differences large and small in their
countries. Before leaving, the Spanish
students and the two teachers who
accompanied them even had a chance
to experience an American Halloween,
dressing in costume and participating in
school holiday traditions.
Encouraging personal, international
connections is important at Corbett
Prep and helps prepare its students for
the future by teaching them to think
globally. It helps develop a sense of
international mindedness, an integral part
of Corbett Prep’s role as an International
Baccalaureate school.
Through student visits and teacher
trainings, Corbett Prep has developed
strong ties to Spain, China and Belize and
also welcomed about a dozen Chinese
students for a two-week stay in early
2015 for the second year in a row. A new
Chinese translation of the Corbett Prep
book It’s All About Kids: Every Child
Deserves a Teacher of the Year is now
available.
Colegios Ramón y Cajal and Corbett
Prep’s longstanding relationship started
when Paloma Sanz, whose grandfather
founded the prestigious family-owned
school in Madrid, visited Tampa to
learn about teaching strategies and the
M.O.R.E. Model (Multiple Options for
Results in Education) for increasing
student achievement. Since then, several
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groups of Spanish
teachers have visited
Corbett Prep, and
Headmaster Dr. Joyce
Burick Swarzman has
trained faculty and
staff at the Madrid
school as well as 20
other schools.
Four schools
in the Valencia
cooperative Grupo
Headmaster Dr. Joyce Burick Swarzman visits schools in Spain to
Sorolla became
speak about ways to increase student achievement. Four Valencia
schools recently became certified in the M.O.R.E. model, following
certified last year in
extensive training with Dr. Swarzman.
the M.O.R.E. model,
following extensive
training with Dr. Swarzman. The process
The Goetz family, who hosted
required study, observation and a
Alvaro two years in a row, said the
commitment to continuous improvement.
experience has been wonderful for
The Grupo Sorolla schools –– Colegio
everyone. Alvaro’s family treated
Martí Sorolla, Julio Verne Bilingual
Jake like one of their own when he
School, La Devesa Bilingual School
previously visited Madrid with Corbett
Elche and La Devesa Bilingual School
Prep’s international study program.
Carlet –– are the only ones in Europe to
The two eighth graders were excited
have received this accreditation.
to be reunited when the CRC students
returned to Tampa.
Corbett Prep, meanwhile, continues
to build relationships between its
“This year we were lucky enough to
students in Tampa and students in Madrid
have our Alvaro back,” said P.J. Goetz,
at Colegios Ramón y Cajal with its
international study program.
Jake’s mother. “Every time we thought
about when he had to leave, we all made
Luis, a sixth grader, came to Corbett
ourselves stop and only think about
Prep from Madrid with the most recent
having him here. He is an honored guest
trip. He stayed with the Saligame family
in our home.”
and had so much
fun and felt so
welcomed that
he felt right at
home. “You have
a family that takes
care of you,” he
said.
Ronan
Saligame, a
Corbett Prep sixth
grader, said he
and Luis enjoyed
playing soccer
together in his
backyard.

Corbett Prep students participate in an international study program
with students from Madrid, welcoming them into their homes and then
traveling to Spain to learn more about the country’s culture and history.
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A L L S C H O O L U P D AT E
Headmaster of the Day

S

ix students won the chance at the Big Event to serve as
“Headmaster of the Day” during the 2014-15 school year.
The tradition dates back to 1998 and offers students special
privileges and leadership opportunities as they lead the school
wide Monday assembly and visit classrooms.

Headmasters of the Day were (clockwise from top left to
bottom left) fourth grader, Ava Muniz; fourth graders, Isabella
and Sofia Palma; eighth grader, Kenny Beckford; third grader,
Julia Cox; and eighth grader, Lorenzo Largent.

PFA Provides Support for Students and Teachers

E

ach year, the hard work and dedication of parent volunteers
leads to the success of many school-related programs and
fundraising events at Corbett Prep. Led by the Parent-Faculty
Association (PFA) Executive Board, the PFA comprises all parents
in many efforts to support the school, including the Big Event, the
Kids’ Classic Golf Tournament, the Fall Festival, the Book Fair, as
well as gift wrap and other fundraisers.
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Many parents are also involved in their child’s classroom
through the Corbett Prep Room Parent Coordinator (RPC)
program. RPCs serve as liaisons between teachers and parents,
coordinating parent involvement in school activities throughout
the year. Thank you to the PFA for all you do for the students,
faculty and staff of Corbett Prep!
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AT H L E T I C U P D AT E

A

thletics at Corbett Prep is an extensive
year-round program that balances
teamwork with competition. In the fall,
students can participate in soccer, cross
country, and volleyball. In the winter, it’s
track, basketball, and cheerleading. Spring,
brings baseball, softball, and tennis.
All students wishing to participate are
encouraged to do so.
Coaches set the tone by creating
a positive experience that emphasizes
physical fitness, personal growth,
teamwork, and the joy of competitive play.
As a part of the West Coast League,
Corbett Prep teams involve many
intermediate students and the majority of
middle schoolers. This year, Corbett Prep
students in fourth through eighth grades
competed on one or more of twenty teams
in nine different sports.
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The 12th Annual Student-Faculty Challenge modeled the Corbett Prep approach to teamwork
and competition, showing support and sportsmanship. Funds raised from the Student-Faculty
Challenge were used for new uniforms!
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A Year of Recognition:
Awards and Accolades

ACADEMICS

Mu-Lambda Invitational Math
Competition
Twelve middle schoolers competed in
a local charter school math competition
in Riverview. The competition was
composed of an individual 25-question
test and a 10-question team round where
teams of four solved one question
at a time. The competition tests
students speed, accuracy, and wealth of
knowledge.
2nd place (team)- 8th grade
3rd place (team) - 7th grade
1st place (individual) - 7th grader

Florida MathCounts Middle School
Competition
Regional: 1st place: 7th grader
State: Riju Datta placed 37 out of 244 in
the top 15%
Social Studies
Middle School Geography Bee
12 competitors
Riju Datta- 2nd year in a row, qualified
as 1 of 107 to go to the State of Florida/
National Geographic Society Geography
Bee, Jacksonville, FL - 7th in the state

Duke Talent Identification Program
(TIP) for 7th Graders
Twenty-eight students were selected
this year to participate in Duke TIP
for academically gifted students. Duke
TIP is the largest program of its kind
in the nation. Based on standardized
test scores, the program identifies
academically talented students and
invites them to take the ACT or the
SAT as seventh graders. Of those who
participated, eleven received State
Recognition for their outstanding scores:
Carl Bertolino, Alexander Cantor, Riju
Datta, Dane Dunnivant, Jake Edlund,
Jack Georgiades, Olivia Madrid, Jacob
Nair, Dean Nofsinger, Adam Sardouk,
and Kaylee Stadick. Three students
advanced to receive National Grand
Recognition: Alexander Cantor, Riju
Datta, and Dane Dunnivant.
Candidates - 28 students
State Recognition - 11 students
Grand Recognition - 3 students
Students who qualify at the National
Grand Level scored approximately
at or better than 90% of recent high
school graduates on the ACT or the
SAT. These students are invited to a
special recognition ceremony at Duke
University. Only about 3% of all the
participants in the talent search qualify
for National Grand.

topic. Eighth grader Lorenzo Largent
won 1st place for Action in Immigration
- video documentary.
Spelling Competitions
Schoolwide Spelling Bee - 12 rounds,
132 participants, 9 finalists. 1st place
(5th consecutive year): Riju Datta who
represented Corbett Prep in the Regional
Spelling Bee, St. Petersburg, FL

2015 Hillsborough County STEM
Fair: 3rd-8th grade STEM students
Individual Projects Ratings and Awards:
Outstanding - 1
Superior and Monetary - 2
Award of Excellence - 3
Society for Mining, Metallurgy and
Exploration Award - 1
Environmental Conservation/Innovation
Award - 1
Small Group Projects
Award of Merit - 2

StudentCam: Brighthouse C-SPAN
Integrating technology, English and
history classes, Corbett Prep teachers
challenged middle school students
to enter the C-Span competition,
which includes creating a short video
documentary that responds to a specific
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ELECTIVES AND CLUBS
Forensic Elective
Team members- Elois Hannah,
Michaela Weimer, Ian Vokoun, Norman
Bukingolts, Brandon Kahn, Nick
Llerana, Maddy Germain, Elicia Drew,
Jake Goetz, Ben Davis, Nadine Elksari,
Marcos Arias, Jack Sobel
Four meets:
1st place Oral Interpretation of Poetry;
1st place Oral Interpretation of Prose;
1st place Oral Interpretation of Duo
Drama (2 meets); 2nd place Oral
Interpretation of Poetry (2 meets); 2nd
place Oral Interpretation of Duo Drama
(2 meets); 3rd place Oral Interpretation
of Poetry; 3rd place Oral Interpretation
of Duo Drama; 5th place Oral
Interpretation of Poetry

Thespian Troupe 88622:
Troupe members: 8th grade- David
Ackart, Marcos Arias, Kenny Beckford,
Jake Goetz, Jayson Gruden, Tyler
Hostler-Mathis, Alexa Jaskiel, Alex
Kinsley, Charles Lee-Rossing, David
Spataro, Jack Sobel. 7th grade- Sophe
Dunnivant, Emma Eaton, Maya Harrell,
Peyten Hernandez, Mackenzie Hicks,
Isabela Mocsari, Tallulah Nouss,
Marissa Schabes, Derek Sokol, Ian
Vokoun. 6th grade- Sebastien LeeRossing, Tristan Minick, Keeley
Pendergrass, Camille Samuel, Nico
Spataro, Will Sobel, Jaden Waz

District Competition- Blake High
School, Tampa, FL
Overall: 27 pieces- 18 Superior, 6
Excellent Rating
Critic’s Choice- Ensemble Acting,
Improvisation, Duet Musical, Small
Group Musical
Alternate Critic’s Choice- Small Group
Musical, Large Group Musical, Duet
Acting

Middle School Thespian Festival,
Melbourne, FL
Overall: 12 events – all Excellent or
Superior
5 Corbett Prep Thespians selected as
District Reps and had the honor of
performing at Opening Ceremonies for
4,000+ people: “At the Ballet” from A
Chorus Line
Best in Show, Corbett Prep Duet
musical “Musical Freedom” performed
at Closing Ceremonies for 4,000+
people

COMMUNITY SERVICE
Tampa Bay Lightning Community Hero
- Cornelia Corbett honored at playoff
game on May 20.

Middle School Student Council Annual
Metropolitan Ministries Food Drive
• Donated 693 lbs. of food for
Thanksgiving holiday.
Intermediate Division Leadership
Council Annual Used Book Sale
• Benefited the Bolesta Center at USF
and Mike Peterson Foundation

Upper Primary Division 7th Annual
“Read to Feed” to benefit Heifer
International
• Raised $1,200 for an organization that
purchases live-stock to give to international
families or communities in need.
Fifth Grade Primary Years
Programme (PYP) Exhibition: How
Can We Change the World
• Continued in making a difference
locally, nationally, and internationally
by supporting non-profits all over the
world.
Middle Years Programme (MYP)
Community Project
• Set up donation drives to support
Hope Family Services, Golden Retriever
Rescue of Southwest FL, Metropolitan
Ministries, St. Joseph’s Children’s
Hospital of Tampa, and more.
Multiage Cool Cats
• Donated to Big Cat Rescue
Third Grade Spirit of IDS
• Performed for Brookdale Bayshore
Assisted Living residents
PFA- Annual Donation Drive to
Benefit The Spring of Tampa Bay
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ATHLETICS
Volleyball - Coached by U.S. Olympic
athlete Keba Phipps
Second Division Florida West Coast
League: 1st place
Academy of the Holy Names Fall
Tournament: 2nd place

Soccer
Silver Team - 6th and 7th graders
Undefeated season
Cross Country - Trained by Cooper
Strength and Conditioning
4th- 8th graders: 24 top finishes
2nd place: Lady Warriors
3rd place: Warrior Boys
Cheerleading Competitive Team
Middle School Division Florida
Cheer and Dance Association
Suncoast Sportsfest
Grand Champions
Diamond Cheer and Dance
Competition
2nd place
1st place bid to go to Nationals

Basketball
FWCL tournament: Runner Up - Purple
Boys
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Track and Field - Florida West Coast
League (FWCL)
Boys Varsity
- 1st place FWCL (4th consecutive
year): Boys Varsity
- 2nd place FWCL: Boys Junior
Varsity
- 3rd place FWCL: Girls Varsity
- 3rd place FWCL: Girls Junior
Varsity
New League/School Records:
- Discus: Micah Abraham - new
FWCL record
- 4 x 400 Meter Relay: Micah
Abraham, Ben Jones, Jackson Roberts,
Spenser Wong - new FWCL record
- 400 Meter Race: Spenser Wong new Corbett Prep record

Jack Sobel - Earned a seat in Middle
School Mixed All-State Chorus

ART
2015 Young at Art Contest,
Cornelia Corbett Center, Tampa
Museum of Art - recognizes
exceptional K-8th grade art students in
Hillsborough County.
Gabriella Caldiera, 6th grade; Will
Evans, 7th grade
Dali Museum Statewide Student Art
Exhibit, St. Petersburg, FL - Ben
Davis, 8th grade; Ellie Kiernan, 7th
grade; Zoe Sleeter, 6th grade.

Marvin Harvey Basketball
YMCA Tournament 9-10 Division
1st place - 4th consecutive year
Florida Youth Running Association:
Ram Middle School State
Championship Invitational
4th place: 4x400 meter team
Qualified for State Championship:
Individual 400 meter: Spenser Wong;
Long Jump: Spenser Wong, Micah
Abraham; Discus: Micah Abraham

COMMUNITY SCHOOL OF THE
ARTS (CSA)
CSA Dance Company
DanceXplosion 2015, Tampa, FL
Special Judges Awards:
Powerhouse Award
Beautiful Control Award
Medals: All dances earned Extreme
Gold or Platinum
1st place overall; 1st place - 9 dances
HIghest scores in division - 4 dances

FINE ARTS
Middle School All-State Chorus
Auditions
7th and 8th grade students from across
the state of Florida prepared for a threelevel audition to earn a seat in one of
two middle school All-State choruses.
Over 800 students auditioned this year
from across the state for one of 300
seats in either chorus. Chosen students
will attend the Florida Music Educator’s
Association Conference.
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Community School of the Arts: Discover Your Creative Genius

P

articipating in the arts can be one of life’s most joyful
experiences. Our Community School of the Arts (CSA)
students prove that each and every session. Research shows that
sustained involvement in the arts provides numerous intrinsic
benefits. The arts promote cognitive development, health benefits,
positive growth in behavior and attitude, and strong, long-term
connections with the arts community.

CSA has programs ranging from guided exploration for
young children, traditional classes and lessons, innovative
seminars, and numerous performing opportunities.

Classes offered include music, visual arts, dance, drama, and
musical theatre and are open to all students in the Tampa Bay area.

The Marvin Harvey Basketball School of Excellence:
Superior Basketball Training

T

his distinct basketball program produces top athletes,
molding them from elementary through high school.
The focus is to teach the three essential skills in basketball:
shooting, dribbling, and passing and how to use them in
game situations.
It is the systematic design of the Marvin Harvey
program that perfectly combines all of the school’s
research, teaching tools, superior skill knowledge,
basketball aptitude, and proven methods that are
revolutionizing the game of basketball.
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Camp IDS: Where Everyone Has a Great Time!
C

orbett Prep welcomed record
numbers of campers for another
successful seven weeks of CAMP IDS.
Counselors and staff enjoyed seeing
students’ excitement as they explored a
wide variety of interests, making new
friends and lots of memories.

Where everyone has a great time!

SAVE THE DATE: June 13-July 29, 2016
STEM camps — including 3D
printing, model rocketry, Minecraft,
coding and Lego engineering — bustled
with activity all summer long, and two
impressive musical theatre productions
of Seussical Jr. and Into the Woods
packed the house nights and weekends.
The dance room filled with the sounds
of Bollywood, Trailblazers paddled
across Lake Lipsey and language
students practiced their French, Spanish
and Chinese.

Sports broadcasting
students had a chance
to learn from the
professionals, as they
interviewed former
Bucs coach Jon Gruden
and current Tampa
Bay Buccaneer Gerald
McCoy. Drone camp
students demonstrated
their new flight skills
on camera for a
television reporter.
Athletes, artists and
chefs pursued their
passions under the
guidance of counselors
who seemed to have
as much fun as the
campers.
CAMP IDS
brims with options
for students in PreK3
through high school. A
favorite in the Tampa
Bay area for nearly
two decades, CAMP
IDS offers more than
60 full- and half-day
choices on the beautiful
lakeside campus of
Corbett Prep.
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Middle School Division Leader
Betty George Retires After 25 Years
A

dedicated and
thoughtful
leader, Betty
George has been
an essential part of
Corbett Preparatory
School of IDS for
25 years — more
than half of the
school’s history.

Her guidance and her expansive
knowledge of curriculum at all levels has
proved invaluable for the Middle School.
But it’s her warmth and compassion that
her colleagues will miss the most as she
enters retirement.
“Betty George is an amazing friend
and a wonderful leader,” says science
teacher Gery Morey. “She has a heart
as big as Texas and is always there for
everyone in the middle school. She is
supportive of both teachers and students
and is always willing to go the extra
mile.”
Betty came to Corbett Prep, then
Independent Day School, when her son
Jeffrey was in kindergarten. A former
middle school teacher, she substituted in

that division until a permanent teaching
position opened in the intermediate-level
grades. But Middle School students held
a special place in her heart.
Betty’s interest in Middle School
coincided with opportunity in 1995
when she was named Middle School
Director of Studies and Division Leader.
Betty began teaching Middle School
science with Gery Morey. She loved the
age group and seeing how the students
transformed from young kids into
independent teens before her eyes.
“There’s something magical about
Middle School,” Betty says. “The
students are young and excited and
sometimes overwhelmed. By the time
they’re in eighth grade, they are
confident and ready to go out in the
world.”
Betty’s time with the Middle
Schoolwas one of growth, excitement
and change. Enrollment was climbing,
and the oldest students needed more
space. In 2001, Betty oversaw the Middle
School’s move into a two-story building
across Orange Grove Drive for grades 6
through 8, built with input from students.

Betty played an important part in
curriculum development for the Middle
School and IDS/Corbett Prep as a
whole. As one of two directors of
studies for the school, she facilitated
the implementation of the M.O.R.E.
(Multiple Options for Results in
Education) Model and was instrumental
in curriculum mapping to make sure
expectations of each grade level were
clear. She has been instrumental in
teacher training initiatives and also
was on the team that researched and
ultimately brought the International
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme
to Corbett Prep.
Even though she had plenty on her
to-do list in administration, she always
made sure she stayed involved in the
classrooms.
“It’s always been all about the kids
for her,” says English teacher Jennifer
Jagdmann. “She strives so hard to make
a personal connection with all of her
students.”

Calling All Alumni!
Y

our years at Corbett Prep/IDS
were filled with milestones and
friendships. Now you’re out making a
difference in the world. Let us know
what you are doing! We love hearing
from our alumni about the big and small
moments in their lives. Whether you
would like to drop us an email, attend
a reunion or say hi in person after a
performance or a game, we ask you to
please keep in touch! We have several
ways that you can share your news and
keep up with your friends.
• Join our private Facebook group,
“Corbett Prep/IDS Alumni,” for alumni
and share pictures, find old friends,
network and stay up-to-date on school
news.
• Email Lisa Herscovici at
LHerscovici@corbettprep.com
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with your news.
Whether it is
wedding and baby
announcements,
college graduation
details or any
other personal
and professional
accomplishments,
we love bragging
about you!
Graduates from the Class of 2011 returned to Corbett Prep for an
alumni reunion to reconnect with friends and teachers before heading
• Send the office
your current contact off to college. Reunions are one of many ways Corbett Prep keeps
information to ensure strong relationships with its alumni.
you stay in the loop
and classmates before heading off
on school and alumni events, opportunities
to college! We also will be planning
at CAMP IDS, trainings and more.
something special for the school’s 50th
• Attend a reunion. Each year, Corbett
anniversary in 2018!
Prep hosts a party for the class that is
graduating from high school. It’s a great
We look forward to hearing from you!
evening to reconnect with former teachers
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CORBETT PREP SPOTLIGHT
Corbett Preparatory School of IDS
Class of 2015

Sixty-three 8th grade students graduated this spring from Corbett Prep. They were honored to be recruited by and accepted to
many schools. Their final selections included Academy of the Holy Names, Berkeley Preparatory School, Bishop McLaughlin
High School, Blake High School of the Arts, Cardinal Newman High School, Carrollwood Day School, Dekalb School of
the Arts (Arondale, GA), Freedom High School, Gaither High School, IMG Academy, Interlochen Center for the Arts – Arts
Academy (Interlochen, MI), Jesuit High School, Keystone Christian Academy, Middleton High School, Middleton (Magnet)
High School, Plant High School, Sickles High School, Steinbrenner High School, Tampa Catholic High School, Tampa
Preparatory School, Wharton High School, International Baccalaureate Programmes at Hillsborough High School and
Robinson High School.
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