
Dear First Grade Families,  

 We’re so very proud of how our First Graders transitioned to Remote Learning to end this year 
on a strong note by choosing a positive attitude and continuing to put a wonderful effort toward learning 
new curriculum. Way to go, Upper Primary students and families!! 

As summer approaches, we want to encourage students to keep their skills sharp by completing 
activities that strengthen, support, and extend their current knowledge base. In order to keep the brain 
active and continue building a solid foundation for learning as students prepare for Second Grade, we 
strongly recommend that your child engage in the following suggested activities throughout the summer 
to work towards meeting and exceeding the expectations below. Remember to let your child be your 
guide. They will embrace learning if you are smiling, relaxed and enjoying learning with them. Also, 
please remember that all children progress differently, and we will continue to move your child forward, 
in partnership with you, when the new school year begins. 

Corbett Prep is extending and paying for our students to go online and review/extend the 
skills taught this school year.  We highly encourage you to have your child utilize these websites to 
reinforce skills over the summer months.  The websites available are MyOn, IXL and Reflex (3 
green lights per week).  

 

Basic Expectations to Review for First Grade Language Arts: 

• Be able to read, spell and write the Pre-Primer, Primer and First Grade words on the attached Dolch 
Word list.  

     *Once those are mastered, feel free to move on to subsequent lists. 

• Be able to express ideas as complete thoughts in writing with appropriate capitalization, punctuation 
and spacing. 

• Be able to retell a story that has been read independently or read to them including important details 
and appropriate sequence of events.  

 

Suggested Activities for Continuous Review and Reinforcement for Language Arts: 

• Read, read, read! (See attached Reading at Home sheet for suggestions.) 
  Remember that MyOn and archive.org are both great online resources for books. 
  Utilize readtheory.org to reinforce reading comprehension. 

• Keep a notebook or summer journal of events, ideas, poems, songs or stories. 

• Practice neat handwriting.  

• Make a creative response to a story that you have read, like: 

 Draw a picture detailing the setting and characters. 

 Write an alternative ending. 

 Act out the story. 

 Write a new version of the story by changing any or all of the story elements (characters, set-
ting, problem and solution) 

 Feel free to use your own creative ideas. 

• Be a pen pal with a family member or friend. Be sure to use correct spelling and sentence structure. 

• Take books along on errands and trips. 

• Continue to work in your Explode the Code book if you have unfinished pages. 

• To practice spelling, see the attached Working With Words sheet for suggestions.                                                                              
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Basic Expectations to Review for First Grade Math: 

• Write and identify the numbers 0-120 correctly. 

• Master addition and subtraction facts to 20.  

• Identify place value of tens and ones. 

• Use Read, Draw Write strategy to solve word problems.  

Read the problem. 

Draw a picture of the problem.  

Write the answer as a number sentence (equation) and a word sentence. 

 

Suggested Activities for Continuous Review and Reinforcement for Math Skills: 

• Continue to use your Reflex Math, and IXL online resources. 

• Empty out a change purse or pocket. Sort and name the coins. 

• Look at analog clocks. Tell the time to the hour and half hour. 

• Count as high as you can in one minute. Try to reach a higher number each time. 

 

Additional Suggestions: 

• Do an Internet search for websites with fun and interactive games to practice basic skills in language 

arts and math. Key words to type in your search would be free interactive games for kids + the area 

you want them to practice (math, spelling, etc.) You might need to test a few to find the ones that will 

be the best fit for your child. 

• Please remember that Camp IDS has some great opportunities for academic and enrichment programs 
(reading, writing and math camps).   

• Visit any of the websites on the Anytime Activities link on your child’s classroom Canvas page. 
 

 

We are looking forward to next year and are incredibly hopeful that we will get to return to school in 
person! Have a wonderful summer! 

Sincerely, 

The Upper Primary Teachers 
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Upper	Primary	
Summer	Reading	Suggestions	

	
I.			Purpose:		
Summertime	is	the	perfect	opportunity	for	your	child	to	reinforce	and	strengthen	reading	skills	and	fluency	that	will	
support	his/her	love	of	reading.		With	that	in	mind,	here	is	a	list	of	possible	authors	for	you	to	refer	to	that	will	help	
support	these	goals.		

Our	favorite	authors:	To	name	just	a	few!	
	

Ted	Arnold	
Jan	Brett	

Joseph	Bruchac	
Eric	Carle	
Joanna	Cole	

Marjorie	Cuyler	
Roald	Dahl	

Tomie	DePaola	
Gail	Gibbons	

Kevin	Henkes	
Martin	Jenkins	
Suzy	Kline	
Leo	Lionni	
Arnold	Lobel	
Lois	Lowry	

Laura	Numeroff	
Mary	Pope	Osborne	

Peggy	Parish	

Barbara	Park	
Dav	Pilkey	

Patricia	Polacco	
Ron	Roy	

Cynthia	Rylant	
John	Sciezka	
Dr.	Seuss	

Janet	Stevens	
Chris	VanAllsburg	

	
	
II.			Award	Winning	Literacy	
When	choosing	books	for	your	child,	a	suggestion	is	to	look	for	winners	of	the	Caldecott	Medal	or	Newbery	Medal.	
The	John	Newbery	Medal	goes	to	the	author	of	the	most	distinguished	American	novel	for	children.	The	Randolph	
Caldecott	Medal	goes	to	the	illustrator	of	the	most	distinguished	American	picture	book	for	children.		
	
	
III.			Unit	Connections:			
Any	books	related	to	the	following	concepts	would	be	beneficial	in	supporting	our	units	for	the	upcoming	2020-
2021	school	year.		
	
Family		

• Central	Idea:	The	need	for	change	may	cause	people	to	immigrate.	
o For	Example:	Grandfather’s Journey by Allen Say and My Two Blankets by Irene Kobald 

Fairy	tales	and	Folktales			
• Central	Idea:	A	culture	can	express	its	beliefs	and	values	through	folklore.	

o For Example: Strega Nona by Tomie dePalao 
Economics		

• Central	Idea:	Businesses	contribute	to	the	global	economy	by	providing	work	and	profit.	
o For Example:  Caps for Sale by E. Slobadkina 

American	Symbols	(flags,	monuments,	national	parks,	etc)		
• Central	Idea:	A	country’s	symbols	represent	the	values	and	principles	of	its	people	and	government.	

o For Example: The Statue of Liberty by Mary Firestone 
Environment/Ecology		

• Central	Idea:	Humans	change	natural	environments.	
o For Example: The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 
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